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Abstract: A survey was conducted in the year to assess soybean processing technologies in Ilorin east and
West local government area of Kwara State in Nigeria. Highest percentages of processors (45%) procure their
raw materials from farmers and market places while (45%) of fabricators obtain theirs from Owode Onirin in Ilorin.
Both processors (40%) and Fabricators (40%) greatly patronize cooperative societies for their loans. Soycheese
(42.5%) was the most popular soybean based food. Traditional method of processing (72.5%) was the most
popular in comparison to modern equipment’s (27.5%). Greater number of people involved in processing and
fabrication activities were between the ages of (30-50) years. The method of single handling technique (67.5%)
was the most popular.
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INTRODUCTION and the second, soybean processing equipment

Soybean is widely known to be cheap, easily A total of 60 questionnaires were administered to
available and a good source of rich and cheap protein both processors and fabricators.
compared with expensive animal protein and other
nutrients [1, 2]. The protein of soybean could be used as Sampling technique: Respondents were randomly
extenders  in  comminuted meat products and soybean selected  based  on personal interview method with the
has  found wide use in the production of baked goods aid of drafted questionnaires.
and breakfast cereals [3]. Eight major areas were visited in Ilorin West local

In most cases, soybean has found wide application government area of Kwara State. These are Balogun
in the reduction of malnutrition related problems [4, 5]. Ajikobi, Balogun  Alanamu, Adewole, Oloje, Sarunmi,

Soybean has been faced with some problem vis-à-vis Osin  and Aremu, Ogidi and Mogajin Geri. Eight areas
in the area of improper processing techniques and use of were also visited in Ilorin East local government area of
traditional processing equipment’s, which in most cases Kwara State. They are Akanbi 1, Sango, Balogun Fulani,
could have negative impact in the consumption pattern Balogun Gambari, Agbeyangi, Okeose-Okeoyi, Iponrin
and rate of production [6]. There is also no detailed and Oke Ogun.
information about the technological status of soybean
processing in the area of impact of processors and Data collected: Socio- economic data was collected and
fabricators in utilization activities in some areas in Ilorin. the following parameters were evaluated.

Therefore, present research is aimed at evaluating
soybean  processing  technologies  in  Ilorin east and Sources of raw materials
west local government area of Kwara State. Source of capital

MATERIALS AND METHODS Distribution pattern of soybean based foods

Sampling frame: Present research was done in two Handling techniques
phases. The first phase deals with soybean processors Analytical methods

fabricators.

Soybean processing methods
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Fig. 1: Source of raw materials

Fig. 2: Source of capital soyoil and cake (1%) was not very popular (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3: Distribution pattern of soybean based foods

Fig. 4: Soybean processing methods

Descriptive statistic was used such as simple
frequency distribution in percentages.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Source of raw materials: The highest percentage of
processors (45%) obtained their raw materials from
farmers and market places and with regards to fabricators,
Owode Onirin in Ilorin was the highest (45%) (Fig. 1).
Owode Onirin is the closest amongst the other places and
that could have contributed to the highest percentage
obtained from there.

Source of capital: It is observed that highest percentage
of processors and fabricators source cooperative
societies as their major source of capital (Fig. 2). This is
not unconnected with low interest rates practiced in those
Societies as compared to high interest rates in banks.

Distribution pattern of soybean based foods: Soycheese
was the most popular (42.5%), while the production of
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Fig. 5: Age of processors and fabricators

Fig. 6: Handling techniques 5. Igbedoh, S.O., 1990. Food policy, 15: 518-524.

Soybean  processing  methods: The   traditional  method and Technology Newsletter, 8: 00-00
of  processing  soybean was the highest (72.5%), while
the  use of  modern  equipment was (27.5%) (Fig. 4).
These differences can be due to cost.

Age of people involved in soybean processing /fabrication:
Most people involved in processing operations are within
the ages of (41-50) years (40%) and (31-40) years for
fabricators (Fig. 5).

Handling techniques: About (67.5%) were found to
operate singly, while (32.5%) operates on a joint basis
(Fig. 6).

CONCLUSIONS

It can be concluded that greater percentage of
processors and fabricators cohorts with cooperative
societies  for  their  loans and services. Soycheese was
the most popular soybean based product. Also the use of
traditional  way  of processing was high compared with
the local and modern methods. Also most people
involved  in  processing  and fabrication are within the
age range of (30-50) years. It was also observed that
single operational practices were very high. 
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