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Abstract: The idea that blogging or weblogging can support students and faculty members effectively by
breaking down the limiting walls of the classroom and community has been emphasized in current research on
the use of technology in education. In this survey, students’ views on the application of weblogs in teaching-
learning processes and their actual use of weblogs were investigated. 1000 undergraduate and graduate
university students studying in social sciences, engineering, science and art at three universities in Kashan,
central Iran were randomly selected for the purposes of the survey. The participants’ familiarity with weblogs
written in English and Persian, their views about the usefulness of weblogs as an instructional tool in higher
education and their actual use of weblogs were studied using a 20-item Likert-scale questionnaire developed
for this purpose. The findings of the study showed that weblogs are actually used less than it is believed they
should be. Significant gender-related differences were also observed in relation to the values and uses of
weblogs. Male university students were found to be more familiar with weblogs; however, female students had
a higher opinion of the educational usefulness of weblogs and actually used them more than their male peers.
Based on the relevant literature and the findings of the study, it is suggested that the stakeholders of higher
education both gain and promote more knowledge of the educational potentials of weblogs and try to overcome
possible social factors limiting their use in higher education. 
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INTRODUCTION allowing readers to write a reaction, which is then logged

The term weblog, first coined by John Barger [1], is text. Most weblogs follow a specific line of thought. For
made of the two words of web, referring to the global example, a weblog on a specific technology usually
internet network and log, meaning reporting daily events. contains information on the exhibitions, seminars,
Used interchangeably with blog, it is used to describe an descriptions, or other sites and links related to it. 
internet site containing links, personal opinions, ideas, Nowadays, weblogs of all kinds abound on the
articles and other similar materials from the point of view Internet and most of them are personal or journalistic.
of the weblog-writer or blogger. It offers opportunities for They are published by different people, in different
everyone to write and creates an environment for people’s formats and for different personal or social purposes.
voices to be heard. “Weblogs typically describe a While most blogs are created and managed by
personal diary, kept on the Web, which can be edited by individuals, group blogs are also possible [3]. Even
an end-user with few web publication skills” [2]. In though most weblogs are not presently used for
creating the contents of a weblog, the priority in inserting educational  purposes,  they  can   transform  into
or distributing materials is often chronological, in which powerful  educational   tools   in   numerous  contexts  in
case users would find the latest published materials first the  near  future.  The  use  of  weblogs  is  also  expected
and would continue studying it if they choose so. to find  its  way soon into mobile phones and
Weblogs are normally followed by a comment button, wristwatches.

and linked, along with all other comments, into the original
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There has recently been increasing interest in using Forums and Chatterboxes allow for an unprecedented
weblogs in education specially in more developed amount of interaction between webloggers and the
countries of the world. “Weblogs are well suited to serve visitors. An archival is a downloadable archive or
as on-line personal journals for students, particularly collection. Finally, protected blogs or private blogs are
since they normally enable uploading and linking of files” weblogs that are accessible only by selected members. 
[3]. Developing countries like Iran are also beginning to All forms weblogs have the potential to be used as
realize the potential educational values of the internet in effective educational tools. However, the scientific
general and weblogs in particular. Thousands of weblogs weblog can be expected to be used more extensively for
are created everyday in the world, waiting to be directed short-term and long-term educational purposes and for
to educational uses. Some estimated that a new weblog is providing appropriate teaching materials. Such weblogs
created every three seconds [4]. The history of the use of can  be  used  to popularize the scientific method of
weblogs in education is quite short and its use in writing and critical thinking and avoid the triviality which
institutions of higher education in Iran has been can be associated with some other types of weblogs
everything but systematic and common so far. The mentioned above.
principles, functions, usefulness and likeability of
weblogs have significantly changed over the last few The Weblog as an Educational Tool: Weblogs share some
years. Therefore, investigating college learners’ present important characteristics that can make them valuable
level of familiarity with and use of weblogs and tools  in  education.  Not  requiring   highly  technical
discovering their views on the possible educational skills to write, publish and maintain, they can provide
values of weblogs is an important step in evaluating and teachers and learners with valuable teaching and learning
promoting the use of weblogs in education in Iran. opportunities. As Godwin-Jones [3] argues, by publishing

Kinds of Weblogs: A brief study of weblogs on the web possibility of writing for readers beyond classmates, not
and a review of the literature show that weblogs can be usually possible in classroom discussions. Weblog
categorized into different types that perform different readers can, in turn, comment on what they read at their
functions. Basic weblogs contain mainly short news and own pace beyond the limitations of the classroom. “Self-
updates on specific subjects. Individual weblogs contain publishing encourages ownership and responsibility on
personal views or data about individual people. Group the  part  of  students  and they can be more thoughtful
weblog are correspondences from a group of weblog (in  content  and  structure)  if  they  know  they  are
writers or parties such as a family, a number of friends, writing for a real audience. This same degree of personal
members of a society or an institution, an educational responsibility is lacking in discussion forums” [3].
group such as members of a class, a department, a Weblogs.
university or a research institution. Marketing weblogs Weblogs  share  many  of  the  characteristics of
provide sales facilities and interactions between sellers other web-based multimedia (WBMM) and can combine
and buyers of goods and/or services. Scientific weblogs various elements of text, image, sound and/or animation
present scientific data (including human sciences) for all in an integrated and dynamic online format. “The
interested parties specially students, researchers and availability of this technology on the World Wide Web
teachers. Many other types of weblogs can be mentioned has the potential to extend instruction beyond traditional
if the principle of classification changes. For example, class time and to enhance student learning in blended
weblogs may also be classified based on their usability, courses” [5]. 
their contents, their form and so on. Weblogs have the potential to present new ideas to

Kwai Fun and Wagner [2] offer a different learners in different forms. A weblog can be organized like
classification  of  the  possible types of weblogs. A a diary, a news network, or a set of shortcuts to other web
bulletin  is  used for disseminating messages to pages for linking to the latest news items in a subject, a
community members. A commentary enables members to book  review,  a  report   on  a project activity, a magazine
add comments on other weblogs. An individual profile or a newspaper, a pictorial record of an event or activity
helps other community members to know more about a or any other form. Most weblogs display news and
weblogger. Skins are templates for designing new resources belonging to the last month or week with the
websites. A syndication notifies webloggers when their older item archived with search facilities. Some weblogs
favourite  weblogs  are updated. A blogging community have other elements such as links to similar weblogs,
is a group of webloggers in the same geographical region important internet resources covering related fields,
or with shared interests and can be formed by any criteria. arranging communication channels with other users and

the weblog on the Internet, a college student has the
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access to software writing and other related services. Students can peer edit others’ postings in a
Another characteristic of weblogs is that not much
technical knowledge of HTML (or of Web authoring in
general) is needed for weblogging. Typically a student
creating a Web site using a tool such as Weblogger
registers as a user and sets up a page using one of the
recommended technologies.

Therefore, weblogs have many important
characteristics that change them into valuable tools for
learning and teaching in all situations including higher
education in Iran. In short, weblogs have shown to
benefit from the following positive features in general:

They are easy and cost-effective to set up, to use and
to maintain.
They have an interactive nature creating a two-way
communication channel between their readers and
writers.
They are usually updated very often and present the
latest ideas on the top of the page.
They usually present ideas and information in simple,
non-technical and informal ways.
They can contain links, images, sound tracks and the
like, making them much more interesting than the
traditional textbook. 
They spread ideas rapidly, making them an efficient
tool for information transmission in the current
rapidly changing world. 
They allow more possibilities for the modification and
refinements of course contents and linguistic
contents.
They provide room for the right of freedom of
expression, which is a crucial feature of any
enlightening and democratic educational system [6].
Using any computer connected to the internet,
weblogs enable teachers to create, edit, or delete their
teaching materials such as notes, homework
assignments and review materials and their messages
will be organized chronologically with the latest
postings on the top [7].
Blogs   can    promote    exploration    of    other
related  source  websites  [8], offering more chances
for  students  to  read  materials  related  to  the  topic
at hand.
The feature of date-stamping for each posted
comment allows both teachers and students to know
clearly when assignments were turned in. 
Students will build a sense of ownership and online
identity when they create weblogs and will contribute
more carefully when they know that they are going to
publish their articles online for authentic readers who
may comment on their postings [8].

collaborative learning environment [9, 10].
Weblogs can “empower students to become more
analytical and critical” [11]. 

This list of positive features is not exclusive. Such
characteristics can help change weblogs into dynamic
educational tools for schools and universities. Material
developers, course designers, curriculum planners,
teachers and even educational administrators can use
them to improve dialogues in learning and teaching
processes. With such potentialities, weblogs can
revolutionize global educational systems and create a
“learning globe”, a classroom as big as the whole world.
Briefly, what is meant by this is that all sections and all
strata of different societies and cultures across the world
can have active and direct formal and informal educational
interactions not only for self-evaluation but also for the
promotion of coherent and pluralistic education across
geographical borders and socio-cultural boundaries.
Weblogs can help establish educational systems with no
boundaries and promote cultural growth, critical thinking,
global unity. To us, employed properly, weblogs can have
effects on hidden curricula that one can imagine to find
only in the utopian thoughts of such great thinkers as
Plato.

Weblogs are considered to be one of the best ways
of combining ICT with teaching and learning
methodologies  in  a  classroom.  They   can  therefore,
play  a  very  significant  role  in  future   systems of
doing   research    as   well.   In   this   third  millennium,
this powerful educational tool will increasingly be
employed in all stages of the research process from
choosing the research topic to collection of data to data
analysis,  to summarizing findings and to drawing
practical implications from the discussion of results.
Weblogs can, therefore, perform both educational and
research functions including but not necessarily limited to
the following specific functions:

Transferring messages to the learner, 
Providing access to new/updated information, 
Providing rapid feedback from the learners, 
Maintaining and storing learners’ thoughts, 
Offering practice in educational skills, 
Promoting critical thinking, 
Preventing repetition in research activities and 
Updating the knowledge of all parties in interested
educational and research materials.
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Since the focus of this study is on the familiarity of The  female  students  had  an average  of  2.1  years
the Iranian university student with and actual use of the
weblog, we need to examine these points in the context of
the limited and somehow unfamiliar but growing level of
access  usually provided in the country and particularly
in university settings in Iran. Schneiderman [12]
associates variability of the Web experience with different
technologies and inconsistent levels of access. He argues
for ‘‘universal usability, in which everyone can be a
successful computer user’’ [12]. For Schneiderman,
deeper human issues like ‘‘feelings of mastery,
satisfaction with accomplishment and a sense of
responsibility’’ are also important considerations in the
use of technology by everyone (p. 65).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

This study used a descriptive survey method. As
Rubin [13] argues, ‘‘surveys can be used at any time in
the life cycle, but are most often used in the early stages
to better understand the potential user’’ (p. 20). The aims
of the study were to investigate Iranian college students’
familiarity with weblogs, to evaluate their actual use of
weblogs and to survey the potentials of weblogs for
higher education in their viewpoints. Furthermore, the
study attempted to explore the differences between male
and female Iranian college students in terms of their
familiarity with weblogs and their views on its potentials
for the Iranian higher education system. In other words,
this study addressed three primary research questions:

How familiar are Iranian college students with
weblogs?
How much do they actually use English and Persian
weblogs for different purposes?
What are their views about the educational
usefulness of weblogs? 
Are male and female Iranian college learners’ views
about the educational usefulness of weblogs
significantly (p < 0.05) different?

Subjects:  There  were  1000  participants  in  this  study
(600 females and 400 males) randomly selected from
among undergraduate and graduate university students
studying in social sciences, engineering, science and art
at all universities in Kashan, central Iran. These students
were  registered  for  different courses at their university
at  the  time  of  this  survey.   Their   ages   ranged  from
18 to 32 years old (M= 22.04 years; SD= 1.92 years). 

of experience of the use of the internet, while male
students  had  an  average  of   1.6   years   of  experience
of  the  use   of   the   internet.  The  mean   ages of
females were 19.79 (SD=1.32) years old; whereas the mean
ages of males were 21.92 (SD=1.62) years old. Student
assistants who collected the completed questionnaires
reported that in their informal chat with the respondents
they  found  out  that  many  of  them had actually had
their first experience with internet use at the university
and that quite a few of them liked to delay their graduation
to be able to use the university computer and internet
facilities.

Instrumentation: Based on a review of the related
literature and preliminary interviews with colleagues, a
Likert scale questionnaire consisting of 50 items was
initially  developed  to  measure university students’
views about, familiarity with and actual use of weblogs.
The items of the questionnaire were written in the
respondents’ mother tongue, Persian, to make sure that
they were fully comprehensible for all the participants.
The  questionnaire  was  pilot  tested  with  a  sample  of
100 college students at two universities in the area. Based
on the results of the analyses of pilot data and feedback
from the respondents and colleagues, irrelevant and
ambiguous items were deleted and the remaining items
were revised and used to prepare the final questionnaire.
The  final  version  of  the   questionnaire   consisted  of
20 items accompanied by a Likert scale ranging from a
score of 1 to 5, with 1 representing “strongly disagree”
and 5 representing “strongly agree” for positive items
(and vice versa for the 2 negative items). The items of the
questionnaire included items for measuring a) the
participants familiarity with weblogs written in English
and in their mother tongue, Persian, (e.g.. their knowledge
of the functions, contents and characteristics of weblogs
in items 5, 6, 7, 11, 13, 15, 19) b) their views about the
usefulness of weblogs as an instructional tool in higher
education, that is, the extent to which students thought
weblogs could be used in learning, teaching and research
in items 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 12 and c) their actual use of
weblogs, that is whether or not they had and/or wrote and
updated weblogs in English and/or in Persian in items 14,
16, 17, 18, 20. The reliability for the questionnaire was
established at.951 using the Cronbach alpha (number of
items=20). The English translation of the questionnaire
items is shown in Appendix A. 
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Procedures: After the preliminary study and the Interestingly enough, item 19, which was about the
development of the research instrument in the initial participants’ adequate familiarity with weblogs, also
phase,  a systematic random sampling procedure was ranked before the lowest in the table, indicating the
used to choose the participants from different universities population’s uncertainties about their knowledge of
and fields of study. A team of students employed as weblogs.
research assistants were instructed to collect the That  is  in  their  view  weblogs  can  be more
completed  questionnaires.  In  order to increase the rate powerful  tools   that   e-mails   and   other   forms  of
of return, they were asked to hand in and collect the web-based  media  for  instruction   at   the  university
questionnaires in person. The data was then summarized level.   On  the   other   hand,   the   results   show  that
in data sheets and analyzed with SPSS to answer the the participants  do  not actually use weblogs a lot and
research questions. that this tool has not yet found its way into higher

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS means are for the use of English weblogs by the students

The first step in the analysis of results was to purposes.
compute the descriptive statistics for each items. The The  total scores  on  the  20  items gained by the
analysis, summarized in Table 1, showed that item related male  and female participants were also compared. The
to the benefits of weblogs in higher education (items 1, 2, mean score was 65.68 (SD=17.7) for the 400 male
3 and 4) had the highest mean. That is, from the viewpoint participants  and  66.23  (SD=16.2)  for the 600 female
of most participants in this study, weblogs are valuable ones.  Even  though  the  mean differences seem to be
tools that can be employed for educational and research very small, both independent samples t-test and Chi-
purposes in higher education. On the contrary, items Square analyses (Table 2) showed that the differences
about the actual use of weblogs produced the lower between  male  and  female  participants   in   terms of
means, indicating that the student population did not their response frequencies were meaningful (DF=62,
actually use weblogs a lot in spite of faith in their benefits. p<0.05).

education in Iran. The results also show that the lowest

and the use of weblogs by teachers for educational

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics on all the questionnaire items (n=1000)
Items Contents Mean SD
1 Weblog can be more powerful educational tools than organizational e-mails. 3.94 1.007
2 Weblogs can increase my knowledge and information. 3.82 1.112
3 Weblogs can be more powerful educational tools than free e-mails like gmail and yahoo mail. 3.77 1.071
4 Weblogs can be used as an instructional tool in higher education. 3.76 .996
5 The problem of the weblog is that one does not necessarily know the owner. 3.76 1.131
6 Weblogs can be used to manipulate instructional contents and materials. 3.70 1.043
7 Weblogs can spread knowledge and information quickly. 3.65 1.077
8 Weblogs are more effective than printed materials in higher education. 3.65 1.192
9 I think weblogs do NOT have ANY value in general. 3.47 1.223
10 I think weblogs do NOT have educational value in higher education. 3.45 1.062
11 Weblogs are more accessible than any other form of ICT tools and techniques. 3.44 1.114
12 Weblogs can be used as curriculum materials. 3.42 1.252
13 I can avoid handwriting when I use weblogs. 3.07 1.082
14 I have had and written weblogs in Persian myself. 2.99 1.410
15 I have enough information about Persian weblogs. 2.88 1.399
16 I have some experience in working with weblogs in English. 2.79 1.491
17 My friends who write weblogs use them for educational purposes. 2.78 1.141
18 My teachers use weblog for educational purposes. 2.77 1.153
19 I have enough information about weblogs in general. 2.63 .993
20 I am familiar with weglogs written in English and read them. 2.28 1.180
Table 1 shows that the respondents highly rated the educational value of weblogs

Table 2: Chi-Square comparing frequencies of responses by male and female participants to all the 20 items
Test Value df Sig
Pearson Chi-Square 360.297 62 0.000
Likelihood Ratio 433.047 62 0.000
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Table 3: Descriptive Statistics on familiarity with weblogs
Item Contents Sex N Mean SD
5 The problem of the weblog is that one does not necessarily know the owner. Male 400 3.70 1.274

female 600 3.69 1.024
6 Weblogs can be used to manipulate instructional contents and materials. Male 400 3.74 1.096

female 600 3.68 1.006
7 Weblogs can spread knowledge and information quickly. Male 400 3.67 1.109

female 600 3.63 1.055
11 Weblogs are more accessible than any other form of ICT tools and techniques. Male 400 3.43 1.264

female 600 3.41 1.001
13 I can avoid handwriting when I use weblogs. Male 400 3.49 1.088

female 600 2.80 .984
15 I have enough information about Persian weblogs. Male 400 3.03 1.493

female 600 2.79 1.325
19 I have enough information about weblogs in general. Male 400 2.90 .769

female 600 2.45 1.081
Total Familiarity with weblogs Male 400 23.95 7.702

female 600 22.59 7.136

Table 4: Chi-Square for differences on their familiarity with weblogs
Test Value df Sig
Pearson Chi-Square 376.853 27 0.000
Likelihood Ratio 455.751 27 0.000
Linear-by-Linear Association 8.189 1 0.004
N of Valid Cases 1000

Table 5: Descriptive Statistics for participants’ views on the educational value of weblogs
Item Contents Sex N Mean SD
3 Weblogs can be more powerful tools than free e-mails like gmail and yahoo mail. Male 400 3.70 1.129

female 600 3.82 1.029
2 Weblogs can increase my knowledge and information. Male 400 3.70 1.139

female 600 3.89 1.087
1 Weblog can be more powerful tools than organizational e-mails. Male 400 3.90 .927

female 600 3.96 1.057
4 Weblogs can be used as an instructional tool in higher education. Male 400 3.61 1.164

female 600 3.86 .854
8 Weblogs are more effective than printed materials in higher education. Male 400 3.54 1.392

female 600 3.72 1.033
9 I think weblogs do NOT have ANY value in general. Male 400 3.01 1.098

female 600 3.79 1.203
10 I think weblogs do NOT have educational value in higher education. Male 400 3.36 1.172

female 600 3.51 .979
12 Weblogs can be used as curriculum materials. Male 400 3.74 1.054

female 600 3.82 1.329
Total Educational Value Male 400 28.56 4.638

female 600 29.75 3.493

Detailed analysis of the different distributions of of these differences was checked using Chi-Square
responses given by male and female participants was analysis and the results (Table 4) showed the differences
extended further to the three factors that the items of the to be significant (df=27, p<0.05).
questionnaire attempted to measure, i.e. extent of Eight items on the questionnaire tested the
familiarity with weblogs, views on the educational uses participants’ views on the educational usefulness of
and benefits of weblogs and actual use of weblogs. weblogs. Items 9 and 10 with negative wordings were also

The results showed that male participants included and the values for responses to them were
(Mean=23.95) were more familiar with weblogs and their adjusted during the statistical analyses. These items were
characteristics than female participants (Mean=22.59). used to see if male and female university students equally
Male participants produced a higher mean on all of the 7 valued weblogs in education as compared to printed
items measuring familiarity with weblogs. The significance teaching  materials  or   some   other   electronic   forms  of
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Table 6: Chi-Square for views on the educational value of weblogs

Statistic Value df Sig

Pearson Chi-Square 137.374 19 0.000

Likelihood Ratio 162.662 19 0.000

Linear-by-Linear Association 21.121 1 0.000

N of Valid Cases 1000

Table 7: Descriptive Statistics on actual use of weblogs

Item Contents Sex N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean

14 I have had and written weblogs in Persian myself. Male 400 3.09 1.493 .075

female 600 2.92 1.348 .055

16 I have some experience in working with weblogs in English. Male 400 2.91 1.617 .081

female 600 2.72 1.397 .057

17 My friends who write weblogs use them for educational purposes. Male 400 2.61 1.141 .057

female 600 2.89 1.128 .046

18 My teachers use weblog for educational purposes. Male 400 2.27 1.147 .057

female 600 3.10 1.032 .042

20 I am familiar with weglogs written in English and read them. Male 400 2.29 1.095 .055

female 600 2.27 1.234 .050

Total Actual Use Male 400 13.17 5.819 .291

female 600 13.89 5.915 .241

Table 8: Chi-Square for male and female participants’ actual use of weblogs 

Statistic Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)

Pearson Chi-Square 218.393 20 0.000

Likelihood Ratio 274.819 20 0.000

Linear-by-Linear Association 3.635 1 0.057

N of Valid Cases 1000

materials. The descriptive statistics on these items Statistics Table 8) showed these differences were
summarized in Table 5 showed that female participants significant (df=20, p<0.05) and that female student
obtained a higher mean on all of the items than male reported more use of weblogs. The data suggests that
participants. On the whole they seemed to have a more items 16, 17, 18 and 20 measuring actual use produced the
positive view about the educational value of weblogs lowest mean and that unfortunately very few students
(Total mean=29.75). (and teachers as reported by the students) use or have

Chi-Square inferential statistics (Table 6) showed the the tendency to use weblogs in the Iranian higher
differences between male and female students’ views education system. 
about the educational value of weblogs to be significant
(df=19, p<0.05). DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

One of the major purposes of this study was to find
out whether female and male students used weblogs in The present survey indicated that, as a whole, the
different ways. In other words the study aimed to see if university students targeted in this study appreciate the
the frequency of the use of weblogs in English and potential benefits of weblogs for higher education. On the
Persian and the frequency of referring to weblogs were whole the questionnaire items related to the educational
different in male and female participants. Five items on the value of weblogs received the highest means for both
questionnaire summarized in Table 7 measured this factor. male and female participants. However, the do not use
On individual items, male and female participants gained weblogs in their mother tongue or in English very
different means. However, on the whole, female students actively. Items related to the actual use of weblog
received a higher mean than male ones. The Chi-Square produced  the  lowest  means  for  both  male  and  female
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participants. For the population investigated in this study 2. Kwai Fun, R. and C. Wagner, 2007. Weblogging: A
significant gender-related differences were also observed study of social computing and its impact on
in relation to the values and uses of weblogs. Male organizations. Decision Support Systems, doi: 10.
university students were found to be more familiar with 1016/j.dss.2007.02.004.
weblogs; however, female students had a higher opinion 3. Godwin-Jones, R., 2003. Emerging technologies
of the educational usefulness of weblogs and actually blogs and wikis: Environments for On-line
used them more than their male peers. Collaboration. Language Learning and Technology.

Previous  research  in this area suggests that few Volume 7, Number, 2. pp: 12-16.
other forms of technology can reduce of social 4. Kirkpatrick, D. and D. Roth, 2005. Why there’s no
stratification or enhance equal research and educational escaping the blog? Fortune, 151(1): 32-37.
opportunities for men and women. In the light of this 5. Mackey, T.P. and J. Ho, 2008. Exploring the
research,  the  findings  of  the  present study need to be relationships between Web usability and students’
taken into account. More studies are needed to perceived learning in Web-based multimedia
investigate what might  result  in  different  patterns of (WBMM)   tutorials.    Computers     and   Education,
the use of modern technologies. According to 50: 386-409
Warschauer et al. [14], narrowing the gap in numbers of 6. Shekarey,  A.,  2007. Blogging in higher education:
computers  in  different  social  groups, greater attention An examination of Iranian graduate student. Intl.
to  technology  use  for academic purposes, increased conference on culture, knowledge and
peer mentoring among teachers and better support for understanding. Singapore, 27-30 May. 
students  who  lack  home computers are some of the 7. Johnson, A., 2004. Creating a writing course utilizing
steps that can be taken to properly employ dynamic class and student blogs. The Internet TESL J., 10(8).
educational media such as the weblog. 8. Campbell, A.P., 2004. Using LiveJournal for authentic

The study suggests that weblogging is not yet communication in EFL classes. The Internet TESL
sufficiently familiar to the main consumers of the Iranian Journal, 10(9). 
institutions of higher education. It is actually used less 9. Dieu, B., 2004. Blogs for Language Learning.
than  it  is  believed  it should be for reasons that remain Essential Teacher, Autumn, 1(4): 26-30.
to be investigated. The results are in line with the findings 10. Mitchell, D., 2003. Thoughts about weblogs in
of another study of the use of modern technologies in education. Retrieved May 18, 2008, from http:// www.
higher  education  in Iran [15]. The findings also imply teachnology.org/stories/storyReader$150
that claims for the ease of the use of weblogs in terms of 11. Oravec, J.A., 2002. Bookmarking the world: Weblog
technological requirements [5, 7] be complemented with applications in education. J. Adolescent and Adult
socio-cultural considerations. Literacy, 45(7): 616-621. 

Although this study is limited at this early stage, it is 12. Schneiderman, B., 2002. Leonardo’s laptop: Human
an essential starting point that, we hope, will impact the needs and the new computing technologies.
direction and design of future research that can promote Cambridge: The MIT Press.
the educational use of all technological innovations like 13. Rubin, J., 1994. Handbook of usability testing: How
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Equity in Schooling: Deconstructing the Digital

Appendix: Questionnaire on the Use of Weblogs: The original version was in Persian and the items were not ordered
based on their means scores.

Weblog can be more poweful educational tools than organizational e-mails
Weblogs can increase my knowledge and information
Weblogs can be more powerful educational tools than free e-mails like gmail and yahoomail
Weblogs can be used as an instructional tool in higher education
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The problem of the weblog is that one does not necessarily know the owner
Weblogs can be used to manipulate instructional contents and materials
Weblogs can spread knowledge and information quickly
Weblogs are more effective than printed materials in higher education
I think weblogs do NOT have ANY value in general
I think weblogs do NOT have educational value in higher education
Weblogs are more accessible than any other form of ICT tools and techniques
Weblogs can be used as curriculum materials
I can avoid handwriting when I use weblogs
I have had and written weblogs in Persian myself
I have enough information about Persian weblogs
I have some experience in working with weblogs in English
My friends who write weblogs use them for educational purposes
My teachers use weblog for educational purposes
I have enough information about weblogs in general
I am familiar with weglogs written in English and read them. 


