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Abstract: The demographic crisis that befell Russia at the turn of the century sets sociologists the complex task
of seeking ways of influencing population reproduction processes. Various scientific approaches attribute the
demographic crisis in the country to the deformation of the institutes of family and marriage, the spiritual ill-
being of the population, the system-wide crisis, which has affected all aspects of the lives of Russians, etc.
Nevertheless, scientists are unanimous in believing that the cause of the demographic crisis lies, among other
things, in the deformation of the system of values and motives, which is expressed in people’s aspiration
towards individual achievements in the out-of-family sphere, egocentrism and unwillingness to start a family
and have kids. The article provides the results of an investigation into the motives behind the reproductive
conduct of the residents of the Ural Federal District, the kind of research that is indispensable to developing
demographic policy. 
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INTRODUCTION years to come [4]. The topicality of demographic issues

Currently, Russia is going through a demographic foreign scientists. According to N. Eberstadt, “modern
crisis-a profound impairment to population reproduction, Russia is experiencing depopulation, which is qualified as
which is posing a threat to its existence. a “catastrophe”. The Russian demographic crisis is

According to a UN forecast, Russia’s population will characterized by a catastrophic morbidity level,
have decreased by 2050 to a critical level-111.7 million undermines the human resource base and posits serious
people [1]. That said that the size of the country’s challenges for the country’s future, its national and
population is declining in contrast to the growth in the international political priorities [5]. S. Sievert, S. Zakharov
size of the world’s population, which raises the specter of and R. Klingholz believe that “if Russia wants to retain the
the extinction of the Russian ethnos. role of a serious world power, it must embark on the path

V.K. Vittenbek, V.A. Shumayev and N.G. Khairullina of reform… Demographic changes are calling imperatively
point up the following issues in Russia’s demographic for the need to implement it” [6].
development of the early 21  century: depopulation; In scientific literature, there are numerous approachesst

population aging; declining life expectancy; the depletion to interpreting the nature of the country’s demographic
of the nation's gene pool; the issue of preserving the crisis and identifying the causes behind the way
institute of family; the escalation of interethnic tensions; population reproduction processes are working
the aggravation of social-economic issues; themselves out.
unemployment; ineffective demographic policy [2, 3]. The proponents of the first approach (A.G.

The country’s president has repeatedly spoken of the Vishnevsky, V.S. Zakharov and V.I. Perevedentsev) follow
complicated demographic situation. Thus, for  instance, the evolutional demographic development theories-more
at the 11th World Congress of Perinatal Medicine held in specifically, the “demographic transition” theory-and
June, 2013, V.V. Putin stated that a new wave of the believe that Russia’s low birthrate is historically
demographic crisis was going to hit Russia in the near inevitable.

for Russia has also been pointed out by Russian and
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The proponents of the second approach see the MATERIALS AND METHODS
cause of Russia’s demographic crisis in the degradation
of the institutes of family and marriage (V.A. Borisov, A.I. To investigate into the motives behind reproductive
Antonov, V.N. Arkhangelsky, N.V. Zvereva and V.M. conduct, the author chose the Ural Federal District, which
Medkov). consists of four oblasts: Tyumen Oblast (including the

The third approach is grounded in the idea of the autonomous districts), Sverdlovsk Oblast, Chelyabinsk
population’s spiritual (moral, ideological, psychological) Oblast and Kurgan Oblast.
ill-being as the primary cause of Russia’s demographic According to official statistics, Tyumen Oblast
crisis (V. Aliyev, I.A. Gundarov). (including the autonomous districts) is a region with

The authors of this article are inclined to espouse the expanded reproduction and a positive net migration rate,
fourth approach, which views the causes of the while Chelyabinsk Oblast and Sverdlovsk Oblast are
population reproduction crisis as the effect of a set of regions with a moderately negative rate of natural
issues permeating all aspects of the life of the country’s population increase but a positive net migration rate,
population (B.S. Khoreyev, I.B. Orlova, N.M. while Kurgan Oblast is a region with a high rate of natural
Rimashevskaya and L.L. Rybakovsky). decline and a negative net migration rate. Thus, the Ural

Despite certain scientific differences of opinion, all District consists of subjects with a different type of
the above scientists are unanimous in believing that the population reproduction.
cause of the demographic crisis lies, among other things, The sociological study had been conducted January
in the deformation of the system of values and motives, through December, 2012, on a structured sample of legal-
which is reflected in people’s aspiration towards age residents of Tyumen Oblast, Sverdlovsk Oblast,
individual achievements in the out-of-family sphere and Chelyabinsk Oblast and Kurgan Oblast, who were
sometimes even egocentrism and unwillingness to start a grouped into four age brackets. All in all, the survey
family and have kids. featured 5330 individuals. The sampling was of a random

Main Part: The study of the motives behind reproductive structure of a general aggregate-the population of the Ural
conduct is indispensable to developing demographic Federal District-inclusive of the diffusion of residents
policy in the area of population reproduction. over cities and the countryside, as well as the gender

In the sociology of management, reproductive structure for the residents of the regions forming part of
motives are construed as the states of the personality that the district. A proportional displacement was recorded
urge the person towards achieving various personal goals only for the age structure-respondents aged from 15 to 35
through the birth of a certain number of children [7]. A had the highest share (62.5%). 
reproductive motive characterizes the personality meaning In exploring the motives conducive to childbirth, the
of the birth of a child, irrespective of whether it is a author put forth a hypothesis whereby they are different
firstborn or an addition to the family. In scientific literature between respondents who are childless and those who
[8, 9, 10], three types of reproductive motives have been have kids at the moment. Besides, since expanded
identified: economic, social and psychological. reproduction is possible only in adopting the model of a

While we support this approach to the study of family with 2 or more kids, an important part of the study
reproductive conduct on the whole, we should note that was identifying one’s motivation towards having a
from the start most researchers consider social-economic second child or more children. 
problems as the key factor to limiting population The questionnaire cited 9 motives, 3 of which had an
reproduction [11]. Even the works that suggest dividing economic slant, 3-psychological and 3-social. The
the factors influencing the population’s reproductive respondents were to mark out 3 leading reproductive
conduct into those limiting and stimulating childbirth motives. It was the restriction on the number of motives
have an economic slant to them [12]. that required the respondents make a choice towards the

In investigating the motives for having children, the most attractive ones (those with the most profound
author did not classify them into those limiting and impact). To best illustrate opinion dynamics, we took for
stimulating childbirth but only attempted to identify the 100% the number of motives identified-not the number of
extent to which various motives influence reproductive respondents, which enabled us to assess more accurately
conduct. the distribution of motives on the whole for each group.

proportional nature. The proportion was grounded on the
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RESULTS AND RESULTS In addition to economic motives, an important role is

The study produced the below findings as to the one child saw in a second child an opportunity to
primary motives for having a first child with childless actualize themselves as “full-fledged” parents and start
respondents (Table 1). getting more respect from others (34.7%), have a child of

Table 1 indicates that in the regions with expanded the other sex (45.2%), or an opportunity to fortify the
and simple reproduction, the respondent group family (29.0%). Note that 23.8% stated that the child could
demonstrates a relative prevalence of psychological over help improve one’s living conditions. 
economic motives, which might be the effect of the In tracing the territorial differences in the regions with
robustness of the social criterion of one’s reputation in a different type of reproduction, we can note the
society. Those with no children often decide to have a important role of social motivation in making the decision
baby on account of their desire to develop a new position to have a second child. The motives behind having a
in the eyes of others (44.0%) or regard it to be a second child are boosted by the standards of not having
mandatory component of familial/marital relations (23.8%). many children and are based on the common norm of
That said, just 16.5% of the respondents stated that a first having just two children in the family. 
child could help fortify the family. One could argue that Since expanded reproduction requires having 2.5-3
the birth of a first child imposes certain economic and children per family, it was important to the aims of the
everyday restrictions on the child’s parents and, as a study to identify the motives towards having a third child
consequence, gets reflected in a low effectiveness of and more children in the future (Table 3).
economic motivation. Note that in the regions with a Table 3 indicates that in deciding to have a third
relatively high standard of living (Tyumen Oblast), child, psychological motives prevailed over the rest in all
economic motives are the least conspicuous. the regions but Kurgan Oblast. Concurrently, we

The survey concerning the defining motives behind observed a high significance of economic motivation.
having a second child (Table 2) indicated an evident The weakening of social motives for the respondent
boost in economic motivation. This is no accident and is group is due to the fact that having a third child is often
a result of the state’s goal-oriented policy-the accepted contrary to the norms and public standards of
population’s response to the introduction of the having few children. A lack of support for social motives
“maternity capital” program, whereby a fairly large towards having a third child and more children, the
monetary award is granted for having a second child, absence of additional benefits or advantages of a social-
which can be used for mortgage purposes, tuition, as a psychological nature (e.g., boosting one’s authority or
supplement to the basic state pension, etc. prestige at work, in everyday life, etc.) define having many

played by social motives as well. The respondents with

Table 1: The layout of motives towards having a first child with respondents having no children, %

Social motivation Economic motivation Psychological motivation

Tyumen Oblast TOTAL 45.1 10.7 44.2
Males 23.9 4.5 19.0
Females 21.2 6.2 25.2

Sverdlovsk Oblast TOTAL 41.9 12.8 45.3
Males 23.9 4.7 21.7
Females 18.0 8.1 23.6

Chelyabinsk Oblast TOTAL 40.4 11.9 47.7
Males 23.8 4.6 21.0
Females 16.6 7.3 26.7

Kurgan Oblast TOTAL 45.2 16.4 38.4
Males 24.9 7.4 15.7
Females 20.3 9.0 22.7

UFD TOTAL TOTAL 43.2 13.0 43.9
Males 24.2 5.3 19.3
Females 19.0 7.7 24.6
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Table 2: The layout of motives towards having a first child with respondents having one child, %

Social motivation Economic motivation Psychological motivation

Tyumen Oblast TOTAL 47.3 20.9 31.8
Males 25.1 8.8 13.7
Females 22.2 12.1 18.1

Sverdlovsk Oblast TOTAL 42.3 22.1 35.6
Males 24.1 8.2 17.1
Females 18.2 13.9 18.5

Chelyabinsk Oblast TOTAL 49.4 18.3 32.3
Males 29.1 7.1 14.2
Females 20.3 11.2 18.1

Kurgan Oblast TOTAL 44 25.1 30.9
Males 24.2 11.3 12.7
Females 19.8 13.8 18.2

UFD TOTAL TOTAL 45.8 21.6 32.7
Males 25.6 8.8 14.4
Females 20.1 12.8 18.3

Table 3: The layout of motives towards having a third child and more children, %

Social motivation Economic motivation Psychological motivation

Tyumen Oblast TOTAL 29 30.7 40.3
Males 16.2 13.5 18.1
Females 12.8 17.2 22.2

Sverdlovsk Oblast TOTAL 23.1 32.8 44.1
Males 11.8 14.1 18.5
Females 11.3 18.7 25.6

Chelyabinsk Oblast TOTAL 22.2 35.1 42.7
Males 11.8 16.1 20.5
Females 10.4 19.0 22.2

Kurgan Oblast TOTAL 19.2 45.2 35.6
Males 9.8 22.1 13.2
Females 9.4 23.1 22.4

UFD TOTAL TOTAL 23.4 36.0 40.7
Males 12.3 16.4 17.5
Females 11.0 19.6 23.2

children as “ungainful”. As a consequence, with the When it comes to the regions with a different level of
social norm of having few children in place, parents with population income and a different type of reproduction,
three or more children can become the object of negative economic motives prevail in the countryside and in areas
reactions (raised eyebrows, ridicule, thumbs down). It is with a low level of population income and education.
apparent that amid modern social norms of having few Thus, the Kurgan Oblast (an agricultural region with a
children, families with three or more children turn out to be relatively high percentage of rural population)
a social minority. We can note this factor as one of the respondents stated that state monetary disbursements for
most important reasons behind the respondent opinion the birth of a second child and further children, as well as
mismatch concerning the desired and expected number of the financial support of families with adopted children, are
kids. Note that indicators for the real number of kids in a major stimulating factor.
large families exceed the desired indicators declared. That The impact of economic motives in Tyumen Oblast,
is, large families do not have a conscious aspiration Chelyabinsk Oblast and Sverdlovsk Oblast, where the
towards having many children, while the latter serves as share of urban population is higher, has been declining,
a result of “the circumstances”-not of a conscious choice. while psychological motives have been gaining
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momentum. The respondents living in cities, due to a 3. Khairullina, N.G., 2010. The Social-Demographic
relatively high level of income and expenditures, do not Situation:  The   Results   of   an   Investigation.
consider the state’s financial assistance sufficient and Vestnik   Kazanskogo   Gosudarstvennogo
attribute their decision to have a third child and more Tekhnicheskogo   Universiteta   im.  A.N.  Tupoleva,
children to psychological motives. 4: 205-208.

Thus, reproductive conduct is a really complex 4. Putin Has Warned of the Demographic Crisis, 2013.
phenomenon that is defined by the cumulative action of Pronovosti.ru Internet Newspaper. Date Views
various factors: economic, social, psychological. Note 29.12.2013 www.pronowosti.ru/archives/182921.
that these factors govern reproductive motives, which, on 5. Eberstadt, N., 2010. Russia’s Peacetime Demographic
the one hand, create the need in having children and, on Crisis: Dimensions, Causes, Implications, pp: 240.
the other, impede its actualization. 6. Sievert, S., S. Zakharov and R. Klingholz, 2011.

CONCLUSION Population and Development, pp: 145.

Summing up, we would like to emphasize that Reproductive     Patterns    in   the   Youth of
population reproduction management is a multi-factor Karachay-Cherkessia.  Sotsiologicheskiye
process that incorporates social-economic, psychological Issledovaniya, 8: 64.
and spiritual-moral components. And these differ in their 8. The Measurement of population growth, 1969
significance in different periods of historical development methods and results. London: Neudruck, pp: 344. 
and have limitations, both on the power and duration of 9. Trent, R., 1980. Evidence Bearing on the Construct
their influence. It is impossible to achieve sustainable Validity of “Ideal Family Size”. Population and
results in managing population reproduction processes Environment, 4: 319.
focusing on particular factors and ignoring others. Only 10. Aleksandrova, I.V., 2006. Population Reproduction as
a comprehensive approach to management can ensure an Object of Social Management: Through the
getting Russia out of the demographic crisis and Example of a Monoindustrial City. PhD thesis, Kazan,
transiting to the expanded mode of reproduction. pp: 18.
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