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Sounding Southern: Some Prosodic Features
of One Regional Russian Accent
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Abstract: The article deals with the establishment of autonomy and identification of some phonetic traits of the
South  Russian phonetic regional accent, whose pronunciation and prosodic norms are formed under
conditions of inter-dialectical and international interaction. The auditory and electroacoustic analysis of
phrases, sounding in the standard Russian (Central Russian) and the Southern Russian languages was
performed to this purpose. The analysis revealed prosodic idioms in conversational turns of the Southern
Russian phonetic regional accent comparatively with the Central Russian accent.
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INTRODUCTION researches. Prosodic and intonational phenomena of the

Language social differentiation issues are not new in interference, in the past twenty years have already
linguistics. For decades scientists were developed issues received enough detailed academic description [6].
on the interaction of language and society that Nevertheless the prosodic and intonation phenomena of
significantly expanded the linguistic research fronts and the Russian language against the background of other
has led to the fact that the regional language alternants languages environment, mutual influence and diffusion of
were named regional pronunciation norms [1-5]; at that, ethnic cultures have not yet been described. This fact,
the term “regional accent” takes its place in a number of along with the obvious sensibility of the Southern
related concepts that define the forms of the national Russian phonetic regional accent (SRPRD) towards
language: regional and social accents, patois and so on. dozens of phonetic systems of national languages and the

One of these regional system formations, which is need of Russian monolinguals to follow to recognition
conditioned by the combination of natural, geographic, and adequacy criteria under a variety of communicative
historical, cultural, extra-linguistic and linguistic factors, situations in each of the national republics, also generates
is a pronunciation alternant that is presented in the certain deviations in sounding of a language and attracts
discourse of the Russian regional monolingual speakers our research focus just to monolingual regions of the
in the North Caucasus, called the South Russian phonetic North Caucasus.
regional accent that demonstrates how the language is It is also necessary to note here that the features of
adapted to the needs and conditions of the social the Russian language in the North Caucasus have been
development, reinforcement of the historical and social studied within the traditional dialectological research
experience of its native speakers, including variation at all framework, which was focused on phonetic, lexical and
language levels, such as, in particular, the phonetic level. grammatical features of the rural population language and,

It should be noted that the North Caucasian republics predominantly, native speakers of any accent or regional
are bilingual, being a concentration, perhaps, of a larger patois (Don, Kuban and etc.) [7, 8].
number of linguocultures than the rest of the Russian Apparent is the fact that the territory, representing an
Federation. They suggest the functioning of the example of intra-regional contacting of different ethnic
"national" variants of the Russian language in the North groups languages is characterized by mixed
Caucasus. Accent typology of the Southern Russian sociolinguistic and ethno-historical setting. In the course
phonetic variants has long been the purpose of many of  historical  formation   and    growth    of   the  linguistic

Southern Russian phonetic version in the context of
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situation in the North Caucasus one observes diffusion
and coexistence of genetically heterogeneous ethno-
linguistic layers, causing multinational and multilingual
character of the region, which consists of two major
components: 1) multi-lingual and multi-ethnic character of
native population of the North Caucasus (Adygeys,
Kabardinians, Ossetians, Chechens and others); 2)
multinational and multilingual character of in-migrants
(Russian and Ukrainian ethnic territorial domains and
mixed Russian-Ukrainian lands were formed in the
Caucasus foothills). In other words, "the population,
formed out of several ethnic sources in the course of
historical development has developed such elements of
national mentality and national psychology that make
them speakers of peculiar native language and bearers of
cultural traditions" [9].

Summarizing the foregoing, it can be argued that a
special socio-communicative system has been formed in
the studied region. The major pronunciation variation in
this system is the Southern Russian phonetic regional
accent that is characterized by phonetic system, different
from the talking norm of standard pronunciation (the U
accent), perceived as an accent and serving a key to
understanding the linguistic culture and linguistic world-
image of its speakers.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

To implement the objectives of the study, we used a
complex method of experimental phonetic study of
discourse prosody, which consisted of field observations,
auditory and electro-acoustic analysis, mathematical and
statistical processing of the obtained data and their
linguistic interpretation.

The naive native monolingual speakers, residents of
monolingual regions of the North Caucasus, who were not
familiar with the research objectives, were subjects for
auditory analysis (Tab. 1).

Purpose of the first stage of auditory analysis was to
determine compliance of the recorded phrases to the
pronunciation norms of the standard Russian language.
To solve this problem, two groups of auditors were
invited: linguists and naive native speakers, who were not
familiar with the objectives of the study (15 persons in
each group).

The analysis has shown that the majority of auditors,
both linguists and naive speakers, noted that the prosodic
organization of experimental phrases fails to meet the
pronunciation  norms  of  the  standard  Russian
language.

Table 1: List of auditors
Pseudonym Year of Birth Home location 
Sergey 1987 Pyatigorsk
Vasiliy 1989 Minvody
Igor 1988 Stavropol
Vladimir 1987 Kislovodsk
Andrey 1990 Pyatigorsk

Further, the electro-acoustic analysis was conducted
that allowed one to determine the inventory of prosodic
means, forming the prosodic structure of the Southern
Russian utterances (imperatives), relevant to the
diagnostics of the territorial belonging of the proper
speaker.

Analysis of the acoustic characteristics of the
experimental phrases was produced by means of a
computer software Win CECIL for Windows v 2.2.
Processing of intonogramms for producing relative data
was carried out taking into account the specifics of the
current investigation due to the objectives of the
experiments. The following parameters were subjected to
analysis: frequency, dynamic and temporal characteristics
(basic frequency (BF) direction, average syllable intensity
and duration of phrases, average syllable intensity and
duration of the first stressed syllable, stressed and
nuclear syllables, frequency register, voiced band and the
variation rate of basic frequency within the selected
relevant areas (maximum positive and negative intervals)).

Main Part: Manifestation of the phrases in the Southern
Russian phonetic regional accent (SR) is characterized by
low pre-scale, high or medium step-wise scale, use of
medium falling tone, moderate volume and the average
rate of utterance.

Tonal range of SR (Southern Russian) conversational
turn is wider as compared with conversational turn of the
STR (standard Russian). Pitch level in the beginning of a
phrase is higher in the SR. Analysis of the acoustic
salience of the stressed syllable shows that in the SR
there is a rise in the base frequency, as well as increase in
the tonal range in comparison with the STR.

In addition, the salience of the stressed syllable in
the SR is achieved by slowing down the speech tempo
and increasing the intensity, especially on the
background of adjacent syllables. At the same time, there
is a significant contrast in the duration of stressed and
unstressed syllables in the SR. Dynamic indicators of
stressed syllables in the SR and the STR also create
opposition - dynamic contrast of stressed and unstressed
syllables in the STR is less contrastively with the same
contrast in the SR.
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