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Abstract:    Nowadays    the   issues   about   introduction   of   multilingual   education   have   become a
pressing problem of  the  world   of   both   public   discussions  and   scientific   researches.   In   this   paper,
the    issues    about   the   language   policy   of   the   Republic   of   Kazakhstan   in   the   educational   sphere
are considered. Features of the developing language situation and its influence on the processes of language
modernization  in  the  sphere  of  education  are  described.  How  successful  will   this   process   be   for
multinational and multicultural Kazakhstan? Is it possible to develop a complete language educational policy
promoting English  and  maintaining  a  language  variety  at  the  same  time?  On  the  basis   of   results   of
sociological   and   sociolinguistic   researches,  the  attitudes  of  Kazakhstani  citizens  towards  a  multilingual
policy conducted by the state and the prospects for Kazakh, Russian and English language development are
revealed.
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INTRODUCTION the sociolinguistic aspect. To achieve the purpose the

The state policy in the field of language education in paper:
the Republic of Kazakhstan is based on its distribution
and     providing    support    in     educational    sphere. To define the role of the Kazakh, Russian  and
The language acquisition of citizens is defined by the English languages in the strategic development of
peculiarities of social, economic and political contexts. the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The   functioning   of   at   least   three   languages To     reveal    the   respondents’   attitudes   toward
(Kazakh, Russian and English) in the context of the the  multilingual  policy  that   is   being   implemented
modern Kazakhstani educational field allows us to speak and   the   prospects  for   the   development   of  the
about the purposeful state language policy of promoting Kazakh, Russian and English languages in
the idea of the multilingualism of the citizens of the Kazakhstan.
Republic of Kazakhstan as one of the major conditions of To monitor the process of multilingual education
the social and economic modernization of the country. introduction in the Republic of Kazakhstan and to
The analysis of active ethno linguistic processes and define the property of the programme planned by the
language priorities allows us to reach the idea of the state.
concepts concerning language policy and the language
situation that have been developed since independence. Theoretical Review of Research: Multilingual Education
The purpose of the paper is to analyze the process of the in the World-Pros and Cons: In spite of the fact that over
introduction of multilingual education in Kazakhstan and the world the practice of multilingualism and multilingual
to examine the attitudes of the Kazakhstani people education has existed for a long time, this issue is still in
towards the influence of Kazakh, Russian and English in the   center   of   linguistic   discussions.  Ethno  linguistic

following research tasks have been formulated in the
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variety and non-uniformity, intercultural communications Scholars strongly believe that multilingualism can
and contacts, global political and economic promote intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding
interdependence are the proven reality of the modern and the establishment of accurate interrelation between a
world and all these factors have a great influence on language variety and global integration. It is an excellent
educational systems [1]. basis for preparing the future generations and for the

The policy of promoting multilingual education and creation of a more fair and democratic society in the
its acceptance or non-acceptance differs depending on modern world [1, 6-8]. Recent studies in the field of
the peculiarities of individual countries, timing and many developmental psychology [14, 15] have shown that
other factors. The opinions of the outstanding scholars multilingual     children     develop    their    understanding
[2-10] may be viewed as: of the mental statuses of other people more quickly.

Multilingual education for majority of language multilingual education also bring strong positive
students is effective in promoting functional advantages in terms of vertical social integration and the
proficiency in a second and even third or fourth, positive relations with the languages of minorities and
language at no cost to participating students’ native other cultures.
language development or academic achievement.
There is often a positive correlation between the Conditions for Development of Multilingualism in
amount of exposure to the additional languages in Kazakhstan:   New   Tendencies  in  Language  Policy:
multilingual programmes and level of multilingual Today the Republic of Kazakhstan is a multilingual,
proficiency, but not always [6, 8]. multiethnic, multicultural and multi-confessional country,
Multilingual education is effective for the majority of where   more  than  140  ethnic  groups  peacefully  live.
language students with a variety of learning The place and role  of  Kazakhstan  in   the   world  space
characteristics, even for those that are at risk of poor are   defined by   its   geographical,   geopolitical   and
performance in schools. More specifically, it appears geo-economic situation and possibilities. 
that multilingual acquisition is enhanced when The modern development of Kazakhstani society and
students are given extended opportunities to use the the cardinal sociopolitical and economic changes have
language interactively. It also appears that the generated the need for the state regulation of language
functional use of the target languages is generally development issues. Language study, as one of the main
effective in promoting multilingual competences, indicators of the population’s adaptation to the new
while instructional strategies systematically raise sociopolitical and social cultural realities, has now
awareness and create opportunities for students to becomes a topical scientific and practical issue. The legal
learn new languages [7, 8]. and conceptual basis of this is reflected in all the basic
Multilingual education in languages with distinct state    documents    that   define   a   strategic   direction
typologies and orthographic conventions can be for the realization of the language policy in Kazakhstan.
effective in achieving a school’s linguistic and So, in 2007  the  implementation  of  the  cultural  project
academic objectives, although there may be limits on “The Language Trinity” was begun, according to which
how far these languages can be used for academic the most important three elements of the language policy
instruction [11-13]. appeared,  providing  a  worthy  conformity  to  the  world

According to Thomas and Collier [16], the best models of

Table 1: Scores of Kazakh repatriates to the policy of language trinity
# Answers Scores
1 Knowledge of Kazakh is a sign of the country's competitiveness 1.22
2 Knowledge of Russian is a sign of the country's competitiveness 3.42
3 Knowledge of English is a sign of the country's competitiveness 2.36
4 Policy of language trinity influences positively the development of the individual 2.06
5 Development of three languages will strengthen the position of Kazakhs 2.21
6 Development of three languages will strengthen the position of English 2.29
7 English will replace Kazakh in the future 3.17
8 English will replace Russian in the future 3.54
9 It is useful for Kazakhstani citizens to know their native language rather than English 2.14
10 Spread of English in Kazakhstan is a threat to our own languages in the country 2.70
11 English enriches our native languages 2.92
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standards of development: Kazakh, as a state language; Face to face and individual questioning was carried
Russian, as the language of interethnic communication; out.
and English, as the necessary condition for successful Statistical data handling (including electronic) was
integration into world educational space [17]. carried out by means of the SPSS program.

Foreign experts have also expressed concerns about
the premature nature of the introduction of this Two  focus  groups were   selected   as  participants
programme. The Director of the Centre for the Study of of the research: (1) Kazakh repatriates (oralman) 3 and (2)
Central Asia and Kazakhstan of Seattle  University  (USA) school and university students. Surveying and
William Fierman said, “In my opinion, in today's interviewing were conducted between March 2012 and
Kazakhstan the Kazakh language should be accorded the February 2013; there were 670 participants. Six hundred
more essential role, especially in cities, it is necessary to Kazakh repatriates taking part in the questioning lived in
give more attention to the techniques of teaching Kazakh. the cities of Astana and Almaty. The age range of the
It is necessary to create good children's telecasts which repatriates varied from 17 to 52 years old. The average age
can raise the interest of the rising generation of all of the repatriates was 36 years. Of those taking part in the
nationalities in the Kazakh language. It is necessary to questioning, 59.3% were women and 40.7% were men;
develop, introduce Kazakh usage in all fields”. [18]. 61.3% of respondents were students from higher
According to  the  Western  scholars  Dave  and  Sinnott, educational   institutions   and   22.2%   were  employees.
in Kazakhstan the so-called “Russianalized cultural The choice of this given category of citizens was
space” predominated [19, 5-8]. According to Suleimenova, prompted by the fact that oralman refers to a category of
“In those conditions there were also shifts in relations citizens that, in our opinion, reacts to the situation in the
between Kazakh and Russian languages when for a part country and the changes taking place more sharply. It is
of the population the ethnic, cultural and language connected with this that, having come back to their
identity has appeared formal and knowledge of a native historic native land, the oralman faces problems of a social
language, passive; when the falling prestige of a native and cultural, social and economic and psychological
language has to a certain extent led to the falling prestige character. Many of them in the course of adaptation and
of the nation, its stories and culture; when part of the integration into the Kazakhstan society have endured a
Kazakh population began to use Russian for intra-ethnic high level of social-psychological stress and experienced
communication; when the Kazakh language has forced cultural shock. As a consequence, some raised
out of the sphere of public, official and business emotionality, a critical relation to a current situation and
communication; when the principle of parity proclaimed even certain irrationality about the perception of the
by an official policy in practice has turned into a decrease language of the people was observed. It probably testifies
of ‘functional health’ and ‘communicative capacity’ of the to the fact that the latter is the essential factor forming
Kazakh language”. [20]. ethnic consciousness, the channel of its communication

Methodology of Research: The methodological basis of category of citizens to the introduction of multilingualism
the research is a complex analytical approach based on a to the country allows a better understanding of the
combination of the critical discourse-analysis and process of the formation of the state and ethno language
sociolinguistic methods. In the present work a variety of identification.
socio-linguistic methods was used, to achieve a deep and The responses to the questions were processed by
all-round analysis: means of the SPSS 19 program. The answers of the

Method of observation used in the course of study it   was   necessary  to express agreement or disagreement
involved the selection of the facts, revealing specific to    the    offered   statements   on   the   following   basis:
features of the investigated object, the description of 1 = completely agree, 2 = agree, 3 = tend to agree, 4 = tend
various language situations and the development to disagree, 5 = disagree, 6 = completely disagree.
tendencies of intercultural communications. Interviews were carried out on 70 school and university
Methods of social experimentation were used where students of Astana, Akmola region and Almaty-Kazakhs
surveys, conversations, studies and generalization, by   their    ethnicity-of    the    age   of   16  to  24 years.
particularly   in   a   situational  social  context, The interviews, which had an informal character,
possessed a high potential for tracing the processes consisted of questions prepared in advance that were
of the functioning of languages. logically   connected   with   each  other.  The  conducted

and expression. Studying the relationship of such a

respondents were estimated according to  a  Likert  scale:
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interview gave the opportunity to reveal valuable programmes are in high demand in Kazakhstan's
orientations and the social perspectives of the education system. This is explained by the high academic
Kazakhstani youth towards a Kazakhstani policy of mobility of students and practitioners' desire to improve
multilingualism. As is known, youth refers to a category their professional competence and competitiveness in the
of the citizens characterized by active formation of their circumstances of the international integration of
own social, ethnic, political and ideological Kazakhstan.
representations.

RESULTS Kazakh, Russian and English Languages in Social and

Reforms in Educational System of Kazakhstan: respondents to the language policy and the influence of
Introduction   of   Multilingual  Education  as  Condition English on Kazakh and Russian. The responses
of   Entering   into    World    Educational    Space: correspond   to   the    Likert    scale:  1 =  strongly   agree,
Substantial reforms are being carried out as part of the 2 = agree,     3 = tend   to   agree,   4 = tend   to   disagree,
implementation of a qualitative transition to instruction in 5 = disagree and 6 = strongly disagree. Scores higher than
three languages of secondary education. At present there 3 reflect, in general, agreement with the statement and
are six “Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools” with a combined results below 3 express the respondent’s disagreement
enrolment of 4,000 students and 33 schools with with the opinion. 
specialized   training   in   three  languages  “Murager” The respondents' answers illustrate that, along with
(Kazakh, Russian and English) with an enrolment of about Kazakh  (96.3%),  Russian  (51.6%)  and  English  (75.1%)
5,000 students. Since 2004, 32 schools have introduced an play an important role in the further development of
experiment to study the English language starting from Kazakhstan as a competitive partner in the global
the second grade with two hours per week. In 2011, community. It should be noted that the percentages
English was studied from Grade 2 in 115 schools, indicate a preference of English over Russian. 81.3% of
involving a total contingent of more than 51,000 students. respondents agreed with the statement that English
Besides, more than 15,000 children are studying in the should be taught from Grade 1, which is much higher than
Kazakh-Turkish high schools, where teaching is the data related to the study of English starting from
conducted   in   four   languages:   Kazakh,  Russian, Grade 2 (52.1%) and Grade 5 (37.2%). The issue of
English and Turkish [21]. teaching English from Grade 1, which was also considered

In general, the number of schools offering education from the point of view of the successful learning and
in Kazakh, Russian and English is planned to increase development of the Kazakh language, revealed both a
from 33 to 700 and the number of “Nazarbayev Intellectual negative influence (55.5% of respondents believed that
Schools” will be increased from 6 to 20. There is an learning English from Grade 1 has a negative impact on
objective to provide students with electronic textbooks the assimilation and development of the native language)
and facilities for e-learning of languages. It is planned to and positive influence (55.3%), according to the
adapt textbooks and teaching aids of British publishers respondents. Overall, 78.9% of respondents agreed with
such as Cambridge University Press, Macmillan and the opinion that support for the English language being
Longman; these have been successfully been used a deliberate policy of the state. The policy of the
elsewhere in the world (Malaysia, China, Italy, Finland, development of three languages was seen positively by
Hungary, etc.) for many years. In addition, the format and the respondents: 70.4% of respondents believed that the
content of the professional development of teachers is development of the three languages will strengthen the
being improved. Centres of teaching excellence, position of the Kazakh language and 59.6% believed that
“Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools” and the JSC National the development of three languages will strengthen the
Centre for retraining of teachers “Orleu” were created, position of the English language. However, 59.6% of the
which will enable more than 125,000 teachers to be respondents expressed concerns about the weakening of
reached in five years. the position of the Kazakh language in connection with

According to the state programmes of development, the development of the three languages and 46.6% of
by 2020 100% of high school graduates must know the respondents  agreed   with   the   opinion   that   English
Kazakh language, 90% of the population must know will   replace   Kazakh   in  the   future.   Regarding  the
Russian  and  20%  must  know  English  [22].  Nowadays, Russian language, 58.8% of respondents did not agree
the sustainable development of Kazakhstan and the that English will replace the Russian language in the
international integration processes, multilingual education future.

Attitude of Kazakh Repatriates Towards Development of

Public Life: The data in Table 1 reflects the attitudes of
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To obtain a more complete picture, revealing the place to the national and linguistic identity of people
personal attitudes of Kazakhstani people towards the under the influence of social-historical factors, such as
functioning and prospects of development of Kazakh, the     globalization    and  transformation    of    society,
Russian and English, we interviewed pupils and students that are changing traditional ideas, which is part of the
of Kazakhstan (Kazakh nationality), asking each of them difficult process of the formation of the state and ethnic
the following questions: identity.
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