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Abstract: This article is devoted to creative and administrative activity of such architects as I.A. Fomin, L.A.
Il’in, N.V. Baranov, V.A. Kamenskij and G.N. Buldakov in 1920-1980. At that time they were in charge of
architectural and urban development activity in Petrograd-Leningrad being actually the principal architects of
this city. Their creative work corresponded to the Petersburg urban development traditions established in late
XVIII-XIX centuries. They frequently faced misunderstanding and opposition of the local executive authorities
when implementing their architectural and urban development ideas, they had to prove their cases and accept
various compromises. Hereto you can see the role played by these architects in the development of Leningrad
master plans which were used as the guidance for the city development in 1920 - 1980. The results of such plans
implementation enable us to evaluate the importance of these architects in the development of the city during
this timeline.
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INTRODUCTION The comparison method was used to determine the

The archives of national urban development in XX and to analyze the main directions of the city development
century don’t contain many publications on professional in the discussed timeline. The benchmark method was
activity of the principal architects of large Russian cities used for professional evaluation of the results of creative
which controlled their development [1-3]. Among them we and administrative activities of Leningrad architects in
find N.V. Baranov monograph [4]. Meanwhile the social Soviet times. The method of historical analogies enabled
and professional activities of such architects were of us to analyze the urban development problems typical for
substantial significance for urban development of Petersburg-Leningrad in the discussed timeline and
Moscow, Petersburg-Leningrad and other large Russian professional approaches for their resolution.
cities. Before 1917 urban architects mostly controlled the
private areas of the city and their responsibilities were not The Main Part: The positions of urban architects were
legally documented [5, p. 271-272]. After the revolution, introduced in St. Petersburg according to the City
starting  from  the  1920s their role changed dramatically Regulation of 1870. Persons were elected to such
[6, p. 109-112]. positions in city Dumas and Municipal Councils which

MATERIALS AND METHODS their salary. The Urban architects who won the

The article was prepared with comparison methods, private developments, reconstruction and repair of
benchmark methods and methods of historical analogies. existing buildings and facilities [5, p. 272].

effectiveness of Leningrad master plans in various times

determined their rights, responsibilities and appointed

competition were responsible for issuing permits for new
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In March 1918 the capital of the Soviet Russia moved
from Petrograd to Moscow. The activity on recovery of
Petrograd municipal services destroyed after the
revolution was taken by municipal authorities. According
to the decision of such authorities the “Council on
settling plan of Petrograd and its suburbs” and the
Architectural workshop were established  in  May  1919
[7, p. 97]. This  workshop  was  headed by the
academician  Ivan  Aleksandrovi   Fomin  (1872-1936)
(Fig. 1). This activity resulted in the "Project of splitting
Petrograd into zones" (1919) where territorial regulations
of further reconstruction and development of the city
were determined (Fig. 2). Actually he was the first
principal architect of Petrograd in 1919 - 1923.

In 1918 the City Museum was established in Fig. 1: I.A. Fomin (1872-1936)
Petrograd. The main objectives of it were as follows: to
prepare the basis of urban development of Petrograd, to
review city planning and development projects, to
promote architecture [8, p. 92]. In order to implement these
objectives the Architecture and urban development
department attached to the Museum was established and
it was headed by the well-known architect Lev
Aleksandrovi  Il’in (1880-1942) (Fig. 3).

As initiated by local municipal authorities the
Architectural workshop of I.A. Fomin was abolished in
1923. Over 200 projects of Petrograd re-layout and typical
construction developed by this team were transferred to
the City museum. Further on the design activity in
Petrograd - Leningrad was guided in the City museum by
L.A. Il’in.

In 1925 the design workshop of L.A. Il’in developed
designs of territories  re-layout  in  the  city  center  and
the project of converting the former city suburbs Fig. 2: Diagram of splitting Petrograd into zones (1919-
(northern part of Moskovskij-Narvskij district, Vyborgskij 1920)
and Volodarskij district) that considered development of
residential and public buildings (community centers,
schools and kindergartens). In December 1925 L.A. Il’in
workshop was expanded and transformed into the
Department on city planning being the part of Leningrad
executive authority (Lensovet) [8, p. 116]. Since this
moment L.A. Il’in has been considered as the principal
architect of Leningrad.

In late 1920s - early 1930s L.A. Il’in guided and
immediately participated in elaboration of urban
development documents crucial for further development
of Leningrad: Draft Leningrad development pattern (1927)
(Fig. 4) and draft Leningrad development master plan
(1933) (Fig. 5) [9, p. 130-155]. The regulation "On
introducing the position of the principal urban architect in
city municipal departments" was enacted  on  January  1, Fig. 3: L.A.Il’in (1880-1942)
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Fig. 4: Leningrad basic development pattern (1927)

Fig. 5: Leningrad draft planning design (1933)
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Fig. 6: Leningrad Master plan diagram (1935)

Fig. 7: N.V. Baranov (1909-1989) occupied  by  Nikolaj  Varfolomeevi  Baranov (1909-1989),

1936. It determined responsibilities and competence of of authors which  developed  a  new  version of
principal urban architects on regulating city development, Leningrad Master plan approved in 1939. It provided
forming city groups, allotment of territories for industrial interconnection of the historical core with the center and
and residential construction [10]. L.A. Il’in was awarded new residential areas. According to the new design of the
the position of the principal architect [8, p. 148]. city territory was reduced from 55,700 ha to 41,000 ha for

In the middle of 1935 the ideas of city development the same estimated  population  of  3.5  million  people
together with surrounding it districts being the basis of [15, p. 37]. As compared to the previous one the new
1930 - 1933 master plans were criticized. The team headed Master plan considered a wide development of northern
by L.A. Il’in was instructed to redevelop the Leningrad and eastern parts of the city, construction of new
planning project submitted in 1933 which considered residential areas in near-Neva territories. But in general
concentric,  even  development  of  the  city in all the new Master plan utilized the ideas of the previous
directions (Fig. 5). Thus 1930s can be assumed as the one.

transfer point from the evolutional urban development of
Petrograd - Leningrad to a prescriptive urban regulation
[11-14].

The diagram of new Master plan was developed
under the guidance of L.A. Il’in by the beginning of
November   1935    and   approved   by   city   authorities
[7, p. 177]. This proposal was based on the idea of
developing Leningrad in the south-western, southern and
south-eastern directions (Fig. 6). The Master plan was
also based on the principle of restricting the territorial
growth of the city to 55,700 ha and stabilizing the
population  to  3.5  million people [7, p. 178]. This
planning document  suggested  the option of spatial
development  of the urban center in the southern
direction.

In 1938 the position of the principal architect was

student of L.A. Il’in (Fig. 7) N.V. Baranov formed the team
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Fig. 8: Leningrad Reconstruction and development master plan (1948)

Fig. 9: V.A. Kamenskij (1907-1975) commissioned in 1955.

The competition for the best urban planning design was the third principal architect (Fig. 9). When established to
organized.  According to the plan which was awarded  the this position in 1951 he already had a wide design
1  place (architect N.V. Baranov) the new city center was expertise.  He  started  not from elaborating developmentst

interpreted as a continuous urban development structure
including  the  old  historical  center (the Admiralty and
the system of squares in the direction of the Fontanka
river) and the designed southern administrative center
which spatial development was taken in “north - south”
direction along Moskovsky prospect [7, p. 128].

In May 1942 N.V. Baranov became the head
responsible for elaboration of the city Master plan which
considered  both reconstruction and new construction.
By 1949 this plan  was  completed  (Fig.  8).  It  emphasized
the interconnection of the existing city and new districts,
opening the  city  in  the direction of the Gulf of Finland
[7, p. 161]. It provided the succession of the new Master
plan ideas from its prewar version of 1938. In accordance
with it the first phase of subway (8 stations) was

Valentin Aleksandrovi  Kamenskij (1907-1975) was
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Fig. 10: Leningrad development master plan (1966)

Fig. 11: G.N. Buldakov (1924-1990) was equal to 25.8 million square meters, then for the

plans of the whole Leningrad but from planning concepts the second city of the same sizes [7, p. 267-268].
of large fragments - avenues and squares of Kirov district. The difficult mission on implementing the Master
In the 1950s V.A. Kamenskij headed implementation of plan of 1966 was continued by Gennadij Nikanorovi
Master plan of 1948. He had to apply great efforts to Buldakov (1924-1990) (Fig. 11). Since 1960 he had
oppose the concept of high-rise buildings in the central elaborated the design of the city suburban area which

part of the city. He wrote about careful conservation,
further development and enhancement of the existing
planning structure of the city; on developing large
residential areas which meet the requirements of
contemporary urban development, on a wide city outlet to
sea and elaboration of the accesses from the seaside; on
preserving historical center of business and cultural life of
Leningrad, on its compositional developments along the
Neva river, in south-western, southern and south-eastern
directions; on improvement of the Neva river
embankments and reconstruction of the existing
developments [16, p. 15-16].

Leningrad  Master  plan  for the estimated period of
20 - 25 years (till 1990) was  approved   in   June   1966
(Fig. 10). V.A. Kamenskij guided this project till 1971.
Considering that in 1966 the residential area of this city

estimated period of (20 years) the task was given to erect
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formed the part of the  Master  plan  of  1966 [17, p. 520]. The former suburbs without modern conveniences were
In 1971 he was awarded the position of the Principal fully modified and the planning structure of the city was
architect. The Master plan of 1966 implementation was not substantially developed. Thanks to the efforts of the main
an easy task for him. Implementation of planned directives architects Leningrad of this time avoided multiple urban
provided for erection of 2 million square meters of development drawbacks which occurred in other Russian
residential areas in the south-west, southern part of the cities.
city, on the right bank of the river Neva. There was no
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