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Abstract: The objective of the study was to analyze the effect of rural to urban migration on  the  family
structure and marriage system of Pashtoon society. It was a survey type of study that focused on the effect
of rural-urban migration on the local culture. The sample of the study comprised 1oo respondents, whose age
was above 35 and were married. The data were collected with the help of structured interview with 28 items
solicited the respondents about the family and marriage system in result of rural-urban migration. The data
revealed that people migrated to the urban areas in search of better  education,  jobs  and  for  bright  future.
The resulted also elicited that the migration affected the joint family system and the emotional ties among the
family members also got lessoned.
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INTRODUCTION are unable to consult their elders residing back there in

Due to high rate of rural and urban migration, social the family) decision making system is affected.
structure of Pashtoon society is highly affected and a Education system is also affected in this regard as it
significant number of changes have occurred in the every was as simpler that nobody bothered to get higher
institution of the society. Especially when we  are  talking education because nobody there was highly educated
about the family system, we see that rural and urban therefore competition was not prevailing there regarding
migration have greatly affected the family  system,  the gaining the higher educational status, but as a result of
members of family are out in other cities purpose of rural to urban migration, the members of the society on
earning and giving support to their family members hence priority migrated to urban areas gained high education
the decision making system is also affected. and when came back to the society, they cause the

Rural to urban migration the social structure of competition for higher education in the area. Same is the
Pashtoon society is highly affected and a significant situation with the Marriage Institution in the Pashtoon
number of changes have occurred in every institution of society that the concept of endogamy and arranged
the society. Especially when we are discussing the family marriage system which was strongly prevailing in
system so we come to know that rural to urban migration Pashtoon society of district karak, is now not strongly
have greatly affected the family system of the district followed in spite of many other considerations are made
karak the members of family are out in other cities purpose fore marriage purpose.
of education or earning and giving support to their family
members and as most of the family members have kept Literature Review: Social change refers to the change in
their families along with them in urban area and also they the position from one place to another. The terminology
have to do the on the spot decisions and at that time they social  change  refers  to  the  changes  that  take  place  as

urban areas hence the centralized (made by only head of
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a  result  of  the  human  interaction   and  relationships. The people who migrate from rural to urban areas may
As society is supposed to be a complex of social
relationships and therefore social change refers to the
change in this social relationships [1].

Durkheim (1947) and Toinnes (1957) produce two
other models. However Spencer thought that the social
scientist should study the transformation of society from
simple to complex position, both Durkheim and Tonnes
provided specific models in this regard. Durkheim argued
of division of labor. So, his model shows the shift from
mechanical solidarity where there was a consensus of
norms to an organic solidarity where people are
dependent on one another. Similar situation is that,
Toinnes used Gemeinschaft and Gessellschaft to account
for the same phenomena However, Toinnes contrasted
the predominate community life of the past with the
business life of the present society [2, 3], like the Greeks,
argued for reality in the absolute idea. An idea (Thesis) is
put and it is opposed by the other idea (Antithesis) and
as a result of the collision a new idea (Synthesis) is
developed. Again the synthesis became the first one and
so the process goes on.

Writings proved the importence  of  this  theory.
Marx too seen history as moving in a dialectic way.
However, for him the major mover was the material
sources and not idealism. For Marx economic values were
the base in every change in society. These theories reflect
the dominated thinking of men in social history and their
development was done over the period of so many years,
criticism is always there. These theories are speculation
based and subjective when put in balance with
contemporary analysis [4].

Cottrell (1951) stated, “Now a day social change
theory follows different patterns. Some studies are
concerning with the change in the family structure and
some are dealing with the attitudinal change and some
other with the societal change such as “death by
dieselization” [5].

Talked about  centralization  and  beurocretization
and  urbanization  as  responsible for social change.
Today   computer    and    modern   equipments  are used
to understand a certain phenomena. No matter what
theory is used, different issues must be kept under
consideration.  To  determine  culture, individual or
society [6].

Methodology: It was a survey type of study that focused
on the effect of rural-urban migration on the family
structure and matrimonial system of Pashtoon  culture.
For the same  a  hypothesis  was  developed  that   stated:

cause change in family structure and marriage system of
their area of origin (in rural area).

Population of the Study: This study was conducted in the
District Karak, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa a province of
Pakistan. It was because of its suitability to the research
problem that a significant portion of its population has
migrated from rural to urban areas. The total number of the
population was 850.

Sample and Sampling Technique: A total number of 100
respondents comprised the sample of the study. The ages
of the respondents were above  35  and  were  married.
The selection of sample was done through purposive
sampling technique.

Instruments and its Construction: A face to face
structured interview with the respondents was conducted.
For the purpose an interview  schedule  was  developed
in line with the objective and hypothesis of the study.
There were a total of 29 items in the interview schedule,
which solicited the respondents regarding the effect of
rural-urban migration on family structure and marriage
system in the society. For ethical considerations, before
conducting actual data collection, the respondents were
taken into confidence regarding nature and type of
research, their confidentiality was also ensured.

Data collection and Interpretation: The data were
collected with the help of structured interview and
classified in the form of tables and further explained with
the help of percentages.

The data presented in Table-1 provided information
about family system of the respondents.  The  data
showed that out of 100 a substantial number of 34 (34%)
respondents lived in nuclear family system, whereas a
considerable number of 21 (21%) respondents lived in
joint families and a significant number of 45 (45%)
respondents were having extended families i.e. living in
joint family but separate kitchens.

The data presented in Table-2 provided information
about the number of family members of the respondents.
The data showed that a negligible number of 1 (1%)
respondents out of 100 had only 2 family members,
whereas a sufficient number of 23 (23%) had 4-6 family
members. A considerable number of 30 (30%) respondents
were having 7-8 family members, while a sizeable number
of 23 (23%) respondents were having 9-10 family members
and the remaining 23 (23%) respondents had above 10
family members.
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Table 1: Type of Family of the Respondents
Type of Family Number of Respondents Percentage
Nuclear Family 34 34%
Joint Family 21 21%
Extended Family 45 45%
Total 100 100%

Table - 2: Number of Family Members of the Respondents
Number of family members Number of respondents Percentage Total
2-3 1 1% 1
4-6 23 23% 23
7-8 30 30% 30
9-10 23 23% 23
Above that (10+) 23 23% 23
Total 100 100% 100

Table 3: Number of Family Members of Respondents who have Left the
Village

Family Members who Number of 
have left the village Respondents Percentage
1 12 12%
2 33 33%
3 16 16%
4 22 22%
5 11 11%
Above 5 6 6%
Total 100 100%

Table 4: Years of Respondents’ migration
Duration of leaving the village Number of respondents  Percentage
2-5 years 31 31%
6-11 years 49 49%
12-16 years 20 20%
17-20 years 0 0%
Above 0 0%
Total 100 100%

Table 5: Reasons of Migration from Rural to Urban Areas of the
Respondents’ Family Members

Reason for Migration Number of respondents Percentage
For the purpose of service 50 50%
For the purpose of education 39 39%
Escaping from inter families disputes 10 10%
Escaping from rivalry 1 1%
Any other Reason - -
Total  100  100%

The aforementioned data in Table-3 presented the
information about the number of family members of the
respondents who had migrated from rural to urban area.
The data showed that a small number of 12 (12%)
respondents out of 100 (100%) had only 1 family member
who had left the village, whereas, a considerable number
of 33 (33%) respondents had 2 family members who had
left the village. A sizeable number of 16 (16%)
respondents were having 3 family members who had left
the village, while a substantial number of 22 (22%)
respondents had 4 family members who had left the
village, and a small number of 11 (11%) respondents had
5 family members who had left the village and the
remaining 06 (6%) respondents had more than 5 family
members who had migrated from rural to urban area.

The aforesaid data in Table-4 provided the
information regarding the years of respondents’
migration. The data elicited that out of 100 respondents a
considerable number of 31 (31%) respondents’ family
members had left the village 2-5 years ago, whereas a
substantial number of 49 (49%) respondents’ family
members had left the village 6-11 years ago. The remaining
20 (20%) respondents’ family members had left the village
about 12-16 years back. 

The data in Table-5 provided information about the
reasons for migration of the family members of the
respondents. The data showed that a considerable
number of 50 (50%) respondents’ family members out of
100 had left the village and migrated to urban area in
search of service, whereas, a sizeable number of 39 (39%)
were those respondents whose family members had left
the village to seek education. A small number of 10 (10%)
respondents wanted to get rid of inter-family disputes and
the remaining 1 (1%) of the respondents had migrated
from rural to urban due to enmity.

The aforementioned data in Table-7 elicited that all
100 (100%) respondents agreed to the statement that
emotional ties were lessoned with the passage of time,
whereas, a sufficient number of 98 (98%) respondents also
agreed to the statement that family members migrated from
rural  to  urban  area  are  affected the change in emotional

Table 6: Respondents View Regarding Experiencing of Lessening of Close  Emotional Ties and Gradual disintegration of family system and its Link to Rural
to Urban Migration

Variables Agree Disagree Total

Lessening of close emotional ties 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Rural to urban migration contribute to this social change 98 (98%) 02 (02%) 100 (100%)
Disintegration of joint family system day by day 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Rural to urban migration contribute to this social change 94 (94%) 06 (06%) 100 (100%)
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Table 7: Additional Reasons for Disintegration of Joint Family System

Additional reasons for disintegration of joint family system Number of respondents Percentage

Lack of cooperation of family members 2 2%
Selfishness of the members of the family 47 47%
Unequal participation by the family members in giving money to the family 18 18%
Uneven division of household work tasks among females 11 11%
Marriages done from outside families 4 4%
Desire for modern living 18 18%

Total 100 100

Table 8: Respondents View Regarding Type of Marriage in Family System

Type of family Number of respondents Percentage (%) Total

Inter family marriages 22 22 22
Outside the family marriages 24 24 24
Both 54 54 54

Total 100 100 100

Table 9: Rural to Urban Migration Cause for the Change in Marriage System i.e. from Inter family to Outside Family and Marital Status of the Respondents

Family members migrated to rural to urban areas cause for integration Marital Status
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------

Total Numbers of Respondent Yes No married Unmarried

100 100 (100%) 0 100 (100%) 0
100 (100%) 0 100 (100%) 0

Table 10: Respondents View Regarding Type of Marriage They are Having

Type of Marriage Number of respondents Percentage Total

Arrange 90 90% 90
Love 0 0 0
Arrange based on love 10 10% 10

Total 100 100 100

ties in the family. A small number of 2 (2%) respondents disintegration was because of the unequal participation
disagreed to the given assumption that the family by the family members in giving money to the family.
members migrated from rural to urban area was not Another 11 (11%) of the respondents are of the opinion
affected by the emotional ties. The table further that the cause of the disintegration of the joint family is
highlighted that all the 100 (100%) respondents agreed to the uneven division of work tasks among females in
the given statement that the joint family system was household work.4 (4%) of the respondents are of the
disintegrating gradually day by day, while a considerable opinion that cause for the disintegration is marriages done
number of 94 (94%) respondents agreed to the from outside family. Another 18 (18%) of the respondents
assumption that that family members migrated from rural are of the opinion that cause for the disintegration of the
to urban area caused disintegration in joint family and the joint family is the desire for the modern living standards.
remaining 6 (6%) respondents disagreed to the The data provided in Table-9 showed that out of total
assumption that the family member migrated from rural to 100 respondents a considerable number of 22 (22%)
urban area caused disintegration of joint family. respondents were having inter family marriage practice,

The data presented in Table-8 revealed that out of 100 while a sizeable number of 24 (24%) respondents were
a small number of 2 (2%) respondents were of the opinion having out  side  marriage   practices   in   their  families.
that the cause for the disintegration of the joint family A substantial number of 54 (54%) respondents were of the
was   lack   of  cooperation  of  the  family  members. A view that they were having both types of marriages in
sizeable number of 47 (47%) of the respondents were of their family.
the opinion that the cause for the disintegration of the The data provides information that whether due to
joint family was the selfishness of family members. A population migration from rural to urban area the change
considerable number of 18 (18%) were of the opinion that of  marriage  system happened i.e. from inter family to out
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Table 11: Respondents View Regarding favor of marriage by them
Type of Marriage Number of respondents Percentage Total
Arrange 48 48 48
Love 3 3 3
Arrange based on love 49 49 49
Total 100 100 100

Table 12: Respondents View Regarding Marriage within the Family is Guarantee of the Happy Life
Type of Marriage Number of respondents Percentage
Yes 23 23%
No 20 20%
Both 57 57%
Total 100 100%

Table 13: Respondents view Regarding Interfamily Marriages as Socially and Economically Beneficial
Type of Marriage Number of respondents Percentage (%)
Yes 34 34
No 7 7
Equal 59 59
Total 100 100

Table 14: Respondents View Regarding Advantages of Outside Family Marriages
Advantages of outside marriages Number of respondents Percentage (%) Total
More relations are made 40 40 40
Inter family marriage related diseases are avoided 25 25 25
Family is made more strong 19 19 19
All of the above 16 16 16
Total 100 100 100

Table 15: Respondents Regarding Asking the Consent of Daughters about their Marriage and Outside Marriages Has Lesser Risk of Illness and Members
Migrated From Rural to Urban Area Causing Awareness about Lesser Risk of Illness in Exogamy

Variables Agreed Disagreed Total
Asking the consent of daughters about their marriage 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Family members migrated from rural to urban area causing seeking consent 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Outside family marriages have lesser risks of illness 70 (70%) 30 (30%) 100 (100%)
Members of the family migrated from rural to urban area causing awareness about illness 70 (70%) 30 (30%) 100 (100%)

side marriages. And  respondents  are  asked  whether The data provides information that the type of
they  are married or not. The data shows that 100 (100%) marriages play role  as  a  guarantee  of  a  happy  life.
of the  respondents   said   that   yes  population Table shows that out of 100 (100%) respondents 23 (23%)
migration  from rural to urban area are cause for the are having the opinion that inter family marriage play role
change  in  the  family system. And nobody disagreed in the happy life of the family while the 20 (20%) of the
with this. And 100 (100%) of the respondents said that respondents said that inter family marriages can not be a
they were married. guarantee of a happy life. And 57 (57%) respondents are

The data provides information that type of marriages of the view that it is of fifty fifty chance that it might be a
they have by their own. Table shows that out of 100 happy life or not by having inter family marriage.
(100%) respondents 90 (90%) are having inter arranged The data provides information regarding inter family
marriages while the 10 (10%) of the respondents said that marriages  are  socially  and  economically  beneficial.
they have arranged marriages based in love. Table shows that out of 100 (100%) respondents 34 (34%)

The data provides information that what type of are having the opinion that yes inter family marriages are
marriages do they favour. Table shows that out of 100 socially and economically beneficial while the 7 (7%) of
(100%) respondents 48 (48%) of the respondents said that the respondents said that no it is not necessary that inter
they favour the arranged marriages while the 3 (3%) of the family marriages are socially and economically beneficial.
respondent said that they  favour  the   love   marriage. And 59 (59%) respondents are of the view that both it is
And 49 (49%) of the respondents said that they favour socially and economically beneficial and not so there
the arranged marriage which is based in love. might be both chances.
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The data provides analysis about respondents that The data provides information that educational
the advantages of the outside marriages. The table shows considerations in mate selection are made and whether
that 100 (100%) respondents 40 (40%) are of the opinion family members migrated from rural to urban area are
that in out side family marriages more relations are made. affecting the educational considerations in mate selection.
And 25 (25%) of the respondents are of the opinion the in The table shows that out of 100 (100%) respondents all of
out side family marriages inter family marriages related 100 (100%) of the respondents said that yes educational
diseases are avoided, 19 (19%) of the respondents are of considerations are  made  in  mate  (spouse)  selection.
the opinion that family is made more strong.16 (16%) of And same was the situation with the next question that all
the respondents are of the opinion that all of the above of the 100 (100%) respondents agreed that family members
advantages are gained by having out side family migrated from rural to urban area are affecting the
marriages, i.e. family is made more strong more relations educational considerations in mate selection.
are made and inter family based diseases are avoided. Table provides information regarding their opinion

The data provides information that whether the about abolishing the engagement system. And that the
respondents used to ask the consent of their daughter marriage ceremony should be simplified and family
about their marriage and whether family members migrated members migrated from rural to urban area are causing the
from rural to urban area are causing/ promoting about simplification of the marriage system. The table shows
taking  consent   of   daughters  before  their  marriage. that out of 100 (100%) respondents all of 100 (100%) of
The data shows that out of 100 (100%) respondents all of the respondents said that engagement system should be
100 (100%) of the respondents said that yes they ask the abolished from marriage. And that all of the 100 (100%)
consent of their daughters before marriage. And same was respondents agreed that marriage ceremony should be
the situation with the next question that all of the 100 simplified. and 96 (96%) of the respondents agreed that
(100%) respondents agreed that family members migrated family members migrated from rural to urban area are
from rural to urban area are causing/promoting change in cause for the simplification of the marriage ceremony and
consenting the daughters regarding their marriage. only 4 (4%) of the respondents disagreed that family

Table provides analysis about respondents that members migrated from rural to urban area are cause for
marriage outside the family has lesser risks  of  illness. the simplification of marriage ceremony.
And whether family members migrated from rural to urban The data provides information that whether the whole
area are causing awareness regarding awareness marriage system (engagement till rukhsati) should be
regarding lesser risks of illness in outside family simplified and whether family members migrated from rural
marriages. The table shows that out of 100 (100%) of the to urban area is causing simplification of the whole
respondents 70 (70%) of the respondents said that yes marriage ceremony. The table shows that out of
marriages outside the family has lesser risks of illness and 100(100%) respondents all of 100 (100%) of the
30 (30%) of the respondents said that no it is not respondents said that yes whole marriage ceremony
necessary for outside family marriages to have lesser risks should be simplified. And s that all of the 100(100%)
of illness. And out of 100 (100%),70 (70%) of the respondents agreed that family members migrated from
respondents said that family members migrated from rural rural to urban area are causing the simplification of the
to urban area are the source of awareness regarding lesser marriage ceremony.
risks of illness in outside family marriages and 30(30%) Table provides information that whether bridal price
said that no family members migrated from rural to urban practice should be abolished or not and whether family
area are not the sourse of awareness regarding lesser risks members migrated from rural to urban area are cause for
of illness in outside family marriages. abolishing the bridal price practice. The table shows that

Table 16: Respondents View Regarding Educational Considerations in Mate Selection and The Opinion about Abolishing the Engagement System from
Marriage and Simplification of Marriage Ceremony and Family Members Migrated from Rural to Urban area Causing Effects 

Variables Agreed Disagreed Total

Educational status of the spouse should be considered 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Family members migrated from rural to urban area affecting the educational considerations 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Opinion about abolishing the engagement system from marriage 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Opinion about marriage ceremony should be simplified 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Family members affecting the simplification of marriage ceremony 94 (94%) 04 (04%) 100 (100%)
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Table 17: Simplification of the Whole Marriage System and Family Members Migrated From Rural to Urban Area Causing Simplification of Marriage System
and Abolishing the Bridal price practice And Family Members Migrated From Rural to Urban Area Causing for the Abolishing the Bridal price

Variables Agreed Disagreed Total
Marriage system should be simplified 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Family members migrated from rural to urban area suggested for the simplification of the marriage system 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Bride price should be abolished 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)
Members of the family migrated from rural to urban area causing for the abolishing of the bridal price 100 (100%) 00 (00%) 100 (100%)

Table 18: Role of Family Members in Abolishing Extra Unnecessary Formalities from Marriage and Type of Marriage that Play role in the Integration of Joint
Family

Role of family members migrated from rural to Type of marriage that play role in the
urban area in abolishing unnecessary extra formalities integration of joint family
------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total Numbers of Respondent Yes No With in the family Outside the family Both
100 100 (100%) - 39 (39%) - 61 (61%)

100 (100%) - 39 (39%) - 61 (61%)

Table 19: Respondents Regarding type of Marriage Mostly Existing in The Family and Family Members Migrated From Rural to Urban Area are Affecting
the Old Pattern of Marriage i.e. Arranged and Within the Family 

Type of marriage mostly Role of family members migrated from rural to
existing with in the family urban area in abolishing unnecessary extra formalities
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------

Total Numbers of Respondent Arrange Love Arranged based on love  Yes No
100 46 (46%) 6 (6%) 48 ( 4 8 % ) 1 0 0  (100%) -

46 (46%) 6 (6%) 48 (48%) 100 (100%) -

out of 100(100%) respondents all of 100 (100%) of the opinion that arrange marriages are mostly present with in
respondents said that yes the practice of bridal price the family while the 6 (6%) of the respondents are of the
should be abolished. And that all of the 100(100%) opinion that love marriages are mostly present with in the
respondents agreed that family members migrated from family and remaining 48 (48%) of the respondents are of
rural to urban area are causing for the abolishing of the the opinion that arranged and based on love type
bridal price practice. marriages are mostly existing with in their family.

The data provides information that role is played by
the3 family members migrated from rural to urban area in CONCLUSIONS
abolishing the extra unnecessary formalities (engagement,
starting celebrations a few days before) from marriage. About 4-5 members of most of the families had
And which type of marriage play role in the integration of migrated to urban areas.
the family. The data shows that out of 100 (100%) A significant number of 50% respondents had
respondents all of 100 (100%) of the respondents said that migrated to urban areas in search of better
yes family members migrated from rural to urban area play employment.
role in abolishing extra unnecessary formalities Decisions in the family ware carried out with mutual
(engagement, starting celebrations a few days before understanding of the family members.
marriage). And 39 (39%) of the respondents are of the Due to the migration from rural to urban areas, the
opinion that marriage with in the family play role in the emotional ties among the relations got lessoned.
integration of the family while the other 61 (61% of the All  the   respondents  were  of  the  opinion  that
respondents are of the view that both type with in the joint family system would get disintegrated day by
family and out side the family marriages play role in the day.
integration of the family. All the respondents were of the opinion that

The data provides information that what type of migration to urban areas had caused changes in the
marriages do they have in their family and. yes family family system.
members migrated from rural to urban area play role in A sufficient number of 90% respondents replied that
changing the old pattern of marriage i.e. arranged and with they had arranged marriages, while a considerable
in the family. The table shows that out of 100(100%) number of 49% respondents believed in love
respondents 46 (46%) of the respondents are of the marriages.
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