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Abstract: Currently, the isolated existence of peoples and cultures becomes impossible, since the intensification
of migration and demographic processes, increasing number of ethnically mixed families, the formation of
multinational  groups  in  the  social  institutions  significantly expand the scope of inter-ethnic cooperation.
All this causes transformation of the social environment, the characteristic feature of which is polyethnicity.
People are faced with a variety of cultural backgrounds, with different value systems, which often exacerbates
the problem of adaptation in this environment and may also lead to the transformation of the ethnic identity of
a person. Polycultural education – is a process of studying by the younger generation of ethnic, national and
world culture aiming the spiritual enrichment, the development of globalization and global consciousness, the
formation of readiness and ability to live in a multicultural polyethnic medium presented by the system of
cultural values, differing from the own ones. The perspectives of upbringing of personal qualities of a culture
man, a citizen of the world, are connected with the polycultural education.
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INTRODUCTION "the immigration policy" of the Russian minister P.

Today in the Republic of Kazakhstan fundamental people in the years of Stalinist repressions, the reclaiming
changes in the field of education are taking place. On this of virgin and fallow lands in the 1950s. The history of
occasion, in the Address to the nation, "The improvement ethno-migration processes in Kazakhstan shows an
of Kazakhstani citizens’ well-being – is the main goal of a example of a complex entwinement of interpersonal, social,
public policy" the President Nursultan Nazarbayev political and other relations.
denotes: "We have implemented our own model of the
ensuring of social stability, interethnic harmony, the Main Part: An important determinant of socio-political
formation of Kazakh identity and common Kazakhstani development of polycultural education is an intensive
patriotism" [1]. development of integration processes as an important part

Abovementioned in the conditions of sustainable of the modern world, as well as the aspiration of
development of the diversity of cultures and their Kazakhstan and other countries to integrate into the
interaction in the Kazakh society especially actualize the global and European socio-cultural and educational
problem of polycultural education in a polyethnic space, while retaining its national originality.
educational medium. Integration processes contribute the transformation

In this regard, the analysis of historical and of Europe into a multilingual space where the national
pedagogical literature according to the problem has languages have equal rights. With the opening of borders
shown that modern ethnic and confessional image of the between the countries the mobility of people, their
Republic of Kazakhstan evolved over many centuries. motivation to learn foreign languages, as well as to
Here we only mention that at the beginning of XX century establish and maintain contacts within the country and
the reason for the formation of polyethnic population was abroad increased. In addition, as it was previously

Stolypin, the Second World War and the deportation of
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noted, the problem of preservation of national and Z.A. Malkova considers that globalization sets to
cultural identity increases and it is most evident in
understanding of polycultural education in developing
countries.

In the process of analysis of the literature it was
established that the idea of multiculturalism is reflected in
the language of science under different terms: polycultural
education, multicultural education, the school of
intercultural dialogue; liberal pluralism in education,
intercultural education, cross-cultural education,
international education; multi-perspective education, etc.
In order to understand the multicultural education, it is
necessary to consider the basic concepts. Encountered in
the research words like polycultural and multi-cultural are
used  as  synonyms,  because  the first part of these
words is the same, but have different origins – Greek,
Latin.

The concept of polycultural education (multicultural
education) became widespread in the worldwide
pedagogy since 1960s. One of its first standard definitions
was given in 1977. Specifically, that it is education that
includes the organization and the content of the
educational process, in which two or more cultures
differing in language, ethnic, national or race
characteristics are presented.

In this field the works of E.V. Bondarevskaya, G.D.
Dmitriev, Z.A. Malkova present a special interest [2-4].

So, E.V. Bondarevskaya [2, p.23] believes that one of
the objectives of polycultural education is to create
different cultural mediums, where children will develop
and acquire experience, culture-conforming behavior and
assistance in cultural identity and self-realization of
creative talents and abilities.

The category of polycultural education is determined
by different authors [2-4] in different ways, however, the
key ideas are: polycultural education and upbringing - is
a new way of theoretical conceptualization and practical
organization of pedagogical processes on the basis of
values of equal  right  dialogue,  mutual   respect  and
non-violence among individual and collective fellows
(social groups, cultures), polycultural training – is an
active socio-pedagogical medium, where simultaneously
exist a variety of values and specific basics and
perspectives available to each subject of an educational
space, as well as the dialogue between them; polycultural
training – is a socio-educational and educative policy and
practice based on the priority of socio-valuable forms of
content, means of the permanent dialogue and assured by
the democratic mechanisms of the development and
realization of solutions.

the education a complex task of youth preparation for the
life in multi-ethnic and polycultural medium, formation of
abilities to communicate and collaborate with people of
different nationalities, races and creeds. It is
very important to teach young people to understand and
appreciate the uniqueness of different cultures, to educate
them in a spirit of peacefulness and respect for all peoples
[4].

In the studies of T.F. Borisova it is emphasized that
polycultural educational medium is characterized by the
openness, the ability to respond quickly to emerging
educational needs of a person and society, that should be
reflected in the content of academic disciplines at high
schools and in teachers’ professional development, in
communication and inter-ethnic interaction of
students [5].

The solution of the problems of students’
polycultural education requires an intensification of
polycultural component in the training of future teachers.
In this regard, a theoretical position of multiculturalism as
an important component of professionalism proposed by
Dmitriev gains a certain importance. On the basis of this
position, students studying at various specialties,
particularly pedagogical ones, "must be able to work with
people of various cultures, to understand appropriately
differences between people, to be tolerant to them, to be
able to assert cultural pluralism in society by means of
personal affairs and words" [4, p. 116].

The most serious scientific research, considering
polycultural education as a social upbringing and
education, in our opinion, is the work of R. Schmidt
[6, p.63]. His educational programme for primary school,
under the motto "Tolerance, cooperation, solidarity" relies
on the results of psychological investigation of processes
of change in children’s attitudes to the world and to their
outlook. Schmidt is one of the few authors who studied
psychological conditions of polycultural education. He
advocates the use of problematic role-play as a method of
polycultural education, as during the play the discrepancy
between the recognized and received at the cognitive
level knowledge and spontaneous emotional reactions
come out. Schmidt formulates the two fundamental
principles of social education that are relevant to
polycultural education within the frameworks of social
learning:

The principle of avoidance of normative differences.
It is necessary to carefully manage with otherness
and extremity of another culture and its
representatives.
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The principle of "social proximity". It is efficient to the important role of cultural, racial, gender, ethnic,
include in a discussion the actual, real problems and religious characteristics, social status and exclusivity in
situations in order to make them easier to relate to the the educational process [7, p.66].
own experience. One of the leading specialists, who hold neutral

The above mentioned allows to conclude that the polycultural  education  at  the  University of
phenomenon of "Multiculturalism" is not only Washington. In his studies, he reveals the concepts of
pedagogical, but also a philosophical and sociological, its culture, ethnicity, he examines issues of ethnic, racial,
content is largely determined by the socio-economic cultural  diversity  in  the United States, explores the
needs of a society and by adequate to them motives of impact  of  cultural  differences on the educational
personal behavior, including cognitive ones. process.

The establishment and development of the concept J. Banks defines culture as a shared by a group of
of polycultural education in the United States was people symbols, interests, values, peculiarities of
preceded by the ideas aiming on the reduction of racial behavior and perception. He identifies macro-culture and
and ethnic conflicts. However, the special courses in the micro-culture. The first one is presented by national
history and culture of racial and ethnic minorities, the values:  in  the USA it is justice, equality, human dignity
organization of meetings between representatives of [8-10].
different  ethnic  groups  that  were widespread in the At the same time, the researcher regards that the
post-war period and the first years of the civil rights society  is  divided  according  to  racial,  ethnic,
movement, ceased to meet the changing socio-political linguistic, gender attributes the a large number of micro-
realities of American society by the 60-70s years of the cultures. Representatives of these groups, along with
twentieth century. sharing the common national values, symbols, also have

As an analysis of theoretical works shows, by the unique traditions, customs and norms of
mid-1970s some researchers began to use the term behavior. Everyone is free to preserve ethnic
"polycultural education" in their works. identity, unique characteristics, as long as they do not

In the early 1980s it appears in the leading conflict with national values.
pedagogical encyclopedias: in 1982 – in the 5  edition of Despite the fact that J. Banks supports andth

"The Encyclopedia of Educational Research , in 1985 – in encourages ethnic, cultural diversity, he stands for a
"The International   Encyclopedia   of   Education , in unitary state and united national culture: "While
mid-1980s a professional organization – the National respecting and recognizing the diversity, polycultural
Association of Multicultural Education was created. education tends to build a nation – state, which reflects

Thus, the term "polycultural education" firmly the value of different groups and cultures. Polycultural
established in the American pedagogy and at the education tends to actualize the idea of Pluribus – Unum
beginning of the 1990s acquires conceptual form. (out of many – unitary), i.e. create a society of "different"

The modern interpretation of the concept of united by universal democratic values" [8-10].
"polycultural education" in the scientific world leads to In his opinion, as a core of polycultural education
controversy and doubt. Thus, "The International must become the overcoming of racism, the liquidation of
Encyclopedia of Education” (1994), expressing the racial and ethnic discrimination at any level of social life
opinion of some researchers, limits the interpretation of and, above all, in the educational system. The high rate of
the term "polycultural education" in the frameworks of school failure among students – members of ethnic
national, racial, ethnic culture and sees its goal in the minorities, J. Banks explains by the fact that the
education of the tolerance for other cultures and in the educational system is focused mainly on the
development of knowledge and understanding of the representatives of the Anglo-American culture.
differences and similarities between them. Unlike J. Banks, R.L. Garcia differentiates polycultural

The authors of "The Encyclopedia of Educational and bilingual education and separately identifies the
Research" spread the influence of the programme of programmes of inter-group and global education [11,
polycultural education on racial, ethnic, social, gender p.165].
groups,  students  with  various  disabilities (invalids), R.L. Garcia offers his own vision of multiculturalism.
The National Council for Accreditation of Teacher As the purposes of global education the researcher
Education stresses that polycultural education considers distinguishes:

position, is a professor J. Banks, director of a Centre of
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The reduction of sense of provincialism and education. Polycultural education should be based on the
ethnocentrism; students’ life experience and occur over a long period of
The development of the ability of self-perception as time. The polycultural component should be integrated
a personality and, at the same time, as a member of into all other components of the educational process.
the global community; Gwendolyn Baker clearly distinguished the concepts
The preparation for the life in a pluralistic society, of multiethnic, multicultural and global or international
not only within the own country but also at a global education. Ethnic, later multiethnic, education is aimed at
level: "in their lives, students will face with an studying and mastering by the native ethnic groups
aggressive chauvinism, racism, nationalism and representatives of their original culture, language, history,
ethnocentrism, they should know how to handle it". literature and etc. Multiethnic education is the foundation

In this case, the position of R.L. Garcia much develop respect, tolerance, the ability to live and work
coincides  with  the  views  of  J.  Banks  and D. Hoopes with the representatives of other races, cultures and
[8, 12]. religions on the basis of knowledge and understanding of

N.D. Hoopes is the author of the conception of the differences and community of human values. 
intercultural education. He notes that the first steps to Global or international education differs from the
this type of education were made in 1968, when the view multiethnic  and  multicultural  in  that  it  does  not  focus
of Earth from space had been demonstrated to people: the on  the  study  of  ethnic  or national cultural differences.
conception "Earth – is the spaceship" has penetrated to It studies the specificity of different countries, the life
the public consciousness and became a symbol of the style, the forms of government, the position of the state
new globalism. in the international community and etc. However, it draws

As a main goal of intercultural education D. Hoopes attention to the national and ethnic cultures accepted in
determines the preparation of students to the life in a the country under study. Gwendolyn Baker showed the
globally  dependent  and   culturally  pluralistic  world spheres of activity, the interconnection and interaction of
that allows the reference of the conception to a global multi-ethnic, multicultural and global/ international
education. However, the author pays great attention to education that is crucial for the understanding of the
the problem of the interrelation of ethnic (local), national multicultural education conception.
and global levels of human existence. D. Hoopes believe It is becoming clearer that knowledge of the
that the knowledge of other culture should begin with characteristics a person on the ethnic level, intercultural
self-knowledge, with understanding of the unique communication skills are required to the dominant ethnic
characteristics of one’s own culture and its impact on group as well.
attitudes toward the "other." Education serves as one of Many teachers believe that multicultural education is
the "corridors" linking the ethnic, national, global levels addressed primarily to a large and small ethnic groups,
of human existence [12, p.123]. whose specifics is – the possession of their own cultural

Intercultural education according to D. Hoopes traditions and, at the same time, self-awareness as a
includes the tasks of two concepts: on the one hand, subgroup of a large community [3]. Small ethnic groups
students provision with the specific knowledge, almost always are consolidated by the linguistic
development of specific skills necessary for the community, cultural traditions (religion, art, history).
communication with ones culturally distinct in all spheres It should be noted, that to the problem of
of human activity in the context of a global culture; on the polycultural personality in an ethno-cultural medium is
other hand, to strengthen cultural identity and increase a devoted the study of Zh.Zh. Nauryzbay "Ethno-cultural
self-esteem of students who do not belong to the titular education", where the following definition of polycultural
culture, to train teachers to work in the classes, where personality is given: "Polycultural individuum – is a
students   represent   different   racial,   ethnic   groups person, oriented both on his own national culture and on
[12, p.88]. the other ones, as well" [13, p.67]. From this definition, we

The  most  important  was  the  reasoning   of G. come to the conclusion that in the educative process of
Baker for the need of special training of educational the growing up person there is a critical need of a
leaders,   teachers,    parents   and   community   leaders combination of nationally-specific with the universal, of
(of national communities) and public figures for the the perception in unity of their own national culture
effective implementation of the ideas of polycultural together with the cultures of other peoples. According to

for multicultural education, as the last one, aims to
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the abovementioned, we proposed the following Identification of the educational needs of a region,
interpretation  of   this   concept:   polycultural
personality – is a complex personal accomplishments,
which include moral and ethnic orientation of
consciousness, the capacity for cultural self-identification
and self-concept of activity levels; education, moral and
psychological mannerliness, the presence of a humanism
to the representatives of different nationalities.

CONCLUSION

Thus, we can imagine the following dynamics of
transformation of a "Multiculturalism" category, the
essence of which was based on the admission to
universal cultural values.

Analysis of the scientific literature reveals that the
category of "Multiculturalism" has its dialectical origin
directly from pedagogical thoughts of several nations.
This demonstrates the real basis of its genesis and
development.

All this allows suggesting that the basis of the term
"multiculturalism" is a definite pedagogical intention,
revealing the idea of ?? generations’ education along with
human development in a changing world.

As you can see, the term "multiculturalism" itself
arranges on the one hand to the integration of research
aspects while studying it, on the other hand - gives an
idea of the level of culture in the system of personal
qualities, of the readiness to the self-identification with
other cultural stereotypes.

Polycultural education takes place when a certain
person is committed to communicate with people of other
cultures, in order to understand their specific system of
perception, cognition, thinking, their system of values and
actions, to integrate the new experience into own cultural
system and to modify it in accordance with the foreign
culture. Polycultural education encourages along with the
cognition of the foreign culture, to the analysis of the own
culture as well.

Analysis of the characteristics of polycultural and
polyconfessional processes makes it possible to identify
the main approaches to the designing of regional
innovational systems of polycultural education:

Research and reliance on particular regions
(historical, national, cultural, ecological, climatic and
etc.);
Consideration of the economic, social, psychological
and pedagogical priorities of the region’s
development;

educational facilities and their correlation with the
scientific and educational potential of the region;
Basis on the spiritual priorities, cultural-historical and
labor traditions, the mentality of the region’s
population;
Creation of conditions for the differentiation of
education in a region, its support together with the
openness and possibility to integrate with the
national and global educational polycultural space.

Thus, we can come to the conclusions that have lots
of both theoretical and professionally-practical aspects:
-It is necessary to create psycho-pedagogical support for
a person in the situation of communication between
people of different generations and different cultures,
when comes an understanding of the own values and
presentations together with cultural differences;

In the process of individual (or group) consulting of
students and their parents, carried out by teachers
and psychologists in the conditions of adaptation of
high school students to a foreign-language and
foreign-culture medium;
Through the realization of joint cultural activities
(including the organization of ethnic and cultural
celebrations, the collective business-events with
ethno-cultural and social orientation) of teachers
with students representing different ethnic groups
and cultures, their parents and social environment;
To create situations of prevention, analysis and
negotiation of conflicts among adolescents, that are
based on the inadequate expectations and images of
cultures and ethnicities interactions;
Inclusion of high school students in situations of
prediction (modeling, designing) of cohabitation
strategies, productive interaction and the
development of different ethnicities and cultures in
the united social, economic, educational and
political-legislative space.
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