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Abstract: The present study aims at understanding the family environment and element of tolerance. For the
present study 520 family members (one respondent from one family) were sampled from Faisalabad district
through proportionate random sampling technique. A survey method was used as a technique of data
collection and an interview schedule was administered by the researchers to collect information form the
respondents. The major findings showed that there was a positive and significant relationship between family
environment and the concept of tolerance among family members. Family environment is promoting the concept
of religiosity as well among family members. 
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INTRODUCTION intolerant to other racial and ethnic groups. They also

Family environment has great effects on the self-esteem, self-efficacy, confidence personal growth,
development of ego mechanisms that crafted wide thinking, behaving, acting, liking and disliking, ability, IQ
acceptance for diversity among the children while level and ultimately the welfare of the society. 
tolerance is directly related with the father passivity in the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990)
early family environment. This method helps family convinced that family is essential for the overall well
members and children as well to formulate their way of life being and growth of its members in general and for
with other individuals of different ethnicity and peers of children in particular and as well as other family members.
different social and physical features [1]. Family provides security, food, clothing and protection

Tolerance articulated an attitude of an individual for from physical environment on one hand and from social
being open to others views and matters of world-view, evils and problems on the other. Family environment is
values, traditions, customs and set of beliefs. It exhibits a indispensable for the harmonious development of child’s
yardstick for measuring the attitude and behaviour socialization, personality and those are in deprivation of
whether a person is fit for in the entire world of our time or family may indulge in the activities those are not in favour
not as intolerance labels with fascism and of society and state [5]. 
fundamentalism. Democratic attitude among family Democratic family and school environment exert very
members leads towards the concept of tolerance among positive impacts on the child personality and in
them and acceptance of other’s views, statements and construction of their own social reality. Egalitarian families
acts among others and their members [2]. and school environment create a sense of confidence and

Tolerance is a way of feeling, thinking and acting of tolerance in the children behaviours and as well as family
a person that bestow peace and respect for others who do members and they think before actions [6]. Such settings
not like them [3]. While [4] concluded that racism, in the groups also have great influence on the children
prejudice, exploitation, discrimination, stigmatization and decision making power and in case of crises and
labelling attitude in the family environment exert harmful emergencies they take positive step for catering the
effects on children socialization and youth become situation in best way. Teachers and parents are a source

have profoundly negative impacts on family environment,
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to give confidence and power of imagination that they
think above their race, ethnicity and caste and other
members of the group become equally important. 

Educated environment in family also affects the
attitude, perception, thinking, feeling, acting, sensation
and behaviour of the individual [7]. This environment
wields children personality towards tolerance and enables
them to bear criticism from others and it enhances their
attitude  how  to  response  to  criticism in best manner.
This attitude gears to the macro level of orientation on
society overall social structure that leads towards
harmony and peace in society. 

Objectives of the Study: 
The Study Aims:

To find out the socio-demographic characteristics of
the respondents. 
To explore the nature of family environment of the
respondents.
To analyze the concept of tolerance among family Private Job 92 17.7

members.
To determine the relationship (if any) between family
environment and the concept of tolerance among
family members. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present study comprised of 520 respondents
selected through proportionate random sampling
technique. Sample was selected form Faisalabad district
on the  basis  of  the  characteristics  like,  age  group  of
20 to 60 years, living in the vicinity of Faisalabad. An
interview schedule was administered by the researchers
which contained different parts like a) gender of the
respondents; b) age of the respondents; c) education of
the respondents; d) occupation of the respondents; e)
family environment of the respondents; and f) the concept
of tolerance. Further, the data was analyzed by using
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version
16.0. Percentage and Kendall’s tau-b statistical test was
used to draw the conclusion. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Gender is an assortment of appearance to make
classification between male and female, men and women
and boy and girl. It is socially and culturally constructed

Table 1: Socio-Demographic Characteristic of the Respondents 
1.1 Respondent’s Gender Frequency Percentage

Male 206 39.6
Female 314 60.4
Total 520 100.0
1.2 Age of the Respondents (Years) 

 25 110 20.0
26 - 30 76 16.2
31 - 35 57 12.9
36 - 40 85 10.8
41 - 45 69 14.2
Above 45 123 26.0
Total 520 100.0
1.3 Education of the Respondents 
Illiterate 08 02.3
Under Matric 23 04.4
Matric 76 17.1
Intermediate 98 20.2
Graduate 125 25.4
Master & Above 190 30.6
Total 520 100.0
1.4 Occupation of the Respondents 
Agriculture 23 04.4
Housewife 62 11.9
Government Job 58 11.2

Business 74 14.2
Self Employment 58 11.2
Students 116 22.3
Un-employed 37 07.1
Total 520 100.0

characteristics of men and women. It depends on the roles
and duties on the individuals which classify them. Males
and females are found in families at every class level in
every society [8] and assigned various roles and status in
different culture. For the present study 60.4 percent of the
respondents were female and 39.6 percent of the
respondents were male. 

Table 1.2 depicts the age interval of the respondents.
Field data presents that 26.0 percent of the respondents
had more than 45 years age, 20.0 percent of the
respondents had less than 26 years, 16.2 percent had age
group of 26 to 30 years, 14.2 percent of the respondents
had age group of 41 -45 years and only 10.8 percent of the
respondents  belonged to the age group of 36 - 40 years.

Education is very important aspect to discuss here
because it is a social institution through which society
provides its members with important knowledge, including
basic facts, job skills and cultural norms and values [8].
Table 1.3 describes the education of the respondents.
According to the field data, 30.6 percent of the
respondents  had   master  and  above  level  of education,
25.4   percent    of    the    respondents did   graduation,
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Table 2: Family Environment of the Respondents  Strongly Agree=SA Agree=A No Opinion=NO Disagree=D Strongly Disagree=SD

Statement SA A NO D SD

Efforts should be made to provide clean housing environment to family 54.8 (285) 36.3 (189) 06.7 (35) 01.2 (06) 01.0 (05)

Family matters should be settled through mutual discussion by spouse. 51.5 (268) 35.0 (182) 09.2 (48) 02.9 (15) 01.3 (07)

Religious education is very important for family members. 77.1 (401) 16.5 (86) 05.4 (28) 00.6 (03) 00.4 (02)

Love and care are important part of your family life. 72.5 (377) 20.6 (107) 04.4 (23) 01.9 (10) 00.6 (03)

Healthy environment is very important for socialization of children. 56.7 (295) 35.0 (182) 05.6 (29) 02.1 (11) 00.6 (03)

Family should give proper attention to elderly care. 58.7 (305) 32.1 (167) 06.3 (33) 01.9 (10) 01.0 (05)

Table 3: The Concept of Tolerance Strongly Agree=SA Agree=A No Opinion=NO Disagree=D Strongly Disagree=SD

Statement SA A NO D SD

Your family members generally trust people having different religious values. 24.4 (127) 34.0 (177) 23.7 (123) 08.5 (44) 09.4 (49)

Government should promote tolerance in a society. 42.9 (223) 38.5 (200) 09.2 (48) 05.0 (26) 04.4 (23)

Religion is very important among your family members. 64.4 (335) 25.0 (130) 07.7 (40) 01.2 (06) 01.7 (09)

Your family trust on religious leader to offer you guidance. 37.9 (197) 39.8 (207) 14.6 (76) 06.2 (32) 01.5 (08)

Women should have the right to decide if they wear a veil. 46.2 (240) 32.3 (168) 13.1 (68) 05.0 (26) 03.5 (18)

You pray in the mosque of different sects than your own. 27.9 (145) 29.0 (151) 25.8 (134) 10.2 (53) 07.1 (37)

20.2 percent did intermediate, 17.1 percent did matric and each other and get help form each other. According to the
only 6.7 percent of the respondent’s educational level was data 51.5% were strongly agreed and 35.0% were agreed
under matric. that all the family matters & issues should be settled

Table  1.4 shows the occupation of the respondents. through by discussion with spouse. While on the other
Data reflects that 22.3 percent of the respondents were hand, 9.2% of the respondents had no opinion, 2.9%
students, 17.7 percent were doing private jobs in different respondents were disagreed and only 1.3% of the
organizations at Faisalabad, 14.2 percent had their own respondents were strongly disagreed that family matters
business, less than 12.0 percent of the respondents were should  be  settled  through by discussion with spouse.
housewives, government job and self-employed It is concluded that half (51.5%) of the respondents were
respectively and only 4.4 percent of the respondents were strongly agreed that family matters should be settled
doing their agricultural activities. through by discussion with spouse. 

Family Environment: Table indicates that efforts should very important for family members. Religious education is
be  made  to  provide  clean housing environment to very important for every individual who has any religion
family. It is the duty of the family head and all family in the world. Religion guides individual morality, ethics
members to  keep  their  house  clean.  It  positively and ways of dealing, relationships and answers of
effects the family environment. According to the field different things which can not be tested through empirical
data, 54.8% were strongly agreed and 36.3% were agreed evidences. It promotes solidarity, brotherhood,
that efforts should be made to provide clean housing integration, cohesion and equilibrium among family and
environment to the family members. While on the other society members. According to the field data, 77.1% were
hand, 6.7% of the respondents had no opinion, 1.2% strongly agreed and 16.5% were agreed that religious
respondents were disagreed and only 1.0% of the education is very important for family members. While on
respondents were strongly disagreed that efforts should the other hand, 5.4% had no opinion, 0.6% respondents
be made to provide clean housing environment to the were disagreed and only 0.4% were strongly disagreed
family. It is concluded that more than half of the that religious education is very important for family
respondents were strongly agreed that efforts should be members. The findings are also similar to the findings of
made to provide clean and neat housing environment to technological transformation, internet and religion in
family members. Singapore [9]; [10] detailed study on religion and

Table describes that family matters should be settled education as mediators of attitudes and Some other
by mutual discussion with spouse. All the family issues, researches arguments that there are some intended and
problems and matters should be settled by the discussion non-intended, intentional procedures which are founded
of both male and female in the family. They understand by choices and options to forget, forgive and tolerate [11].

The above table presents that religious education is
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Table under discussion shows that love and care is The Concept of Tolerance: Table 3 indicates that
an important  part of respondent’s family life. Family respondent’s family members generally trust people
members should care and love to each other in a proper having different religious values. Individuals have
way. It is the duty of the parents to provide love and care different religious sects, values, belief and religious
to their children and vice versa. The healthy and loving attitude but they trust each other on the basis of
relation between  husband  and  wife  promotes  social brotherhood, as a human and by virtue of being human
cohesion among them. According to the field data, 72.5% being. According to the field data, 24.4% were strongly
were strongly  agreed  and  20.6%  respondents  were agreed and 34.0% were agreed that their family members
agreed that love and care is an important part of your generally  trust  people  having   different  religious
family life. While on the other side, 4.4% respondents had values. While on the other side, 23.7% of the respondents
no opinion, 1.9% was disagreed and only 0.6% were had no opinion, 8.5% respondents were disagreed and
strongly disagreed that love and care is an important part 9.4% of the respondents were strongly disagreed that
of their family life. It is concluded that majority of the their family  members generally trust those people who
respondents were strongly agreed that love and care is an had  different  religious  values.  It is concluded that
important part of respondent’s family life. family members trust people having different religious

Table describes that healthy environment is very values.
important for socialization of children.  Family The above table presents that government should
environment affects the nature and nurture of the promote the element of tolerance in a society. It is the
children. It determines the future of the children and duty of government to create peace, conducive
socializes them in both; positive and negative ways. environment and to establish strong respectable values in
According to the field data, 56.7% were strongly agreed a society to promote tolerance. According to the field
and 35.0% were agreed that healthy environment is very data, 42.9% were strongly agreed and 38.5% were agreed
important for the socialization of children. While on the that government should promote tolerance among
other hand, 5.6% of the respondents had no opinion, 2.1% community members. While on the other side, 9.2% of the
respondents were disagreed and only 0.6% were strongly respondents had no opinion, 5.0% were disagreed and
disagreed that healthy environment is very important for 4.4% were strongly disagreed that government should
the socialization of children. It is concluded that more promote tolerance in a society. It is concluded that more
than half of the respondents were strongly agreed that than half of the respondents were agreed and strongly
healthy environment is very important for the socialization agreed that government should promote tolerance in a
of children. society.

Table depicts that family should give proper attention Table under discussion elaborates that religion is
to elderly care. According to the data, 58.7% were very important among respondent’s family members.
strongly agreed and 32.1% respondents were agreed that Religion plays very important role in creating integration,
family should give proper attention to elderly care. While solidarity, equilibrium and in social functioning of the
on the other hand 6.3% respondents had no opinion, 1.9% society members. Religion as a social institution has been
were disagreed and only 1.0% of the respondents were playing very important role to create tolerance and justice
strongly disagreed that family should give proper in a society. According to the data, 64.4% were strongly
attention to elderly care. It is concluded that more than agreed and 25.0% were agreed that religion is very
half of the respondents were strongly agreed that family important among family members of the respondents.
should give proper attention to elderly care. Many studies While on the other hand, 7.7% of the respondents had no
have confirmed that family provides social support to opinion, 1.2% respondents were disagreed and 1.7% were
improve physical and mental health [12] and financial strongly disagreed that religion is very important among
support also plays a vital role in health status and care of their family members. It is calculated that more than half of
elderly people. Data from many developing countries in the respondents were strongly agreed that religion very
East and South East Asia demonstrate that most of the important among their family members. They were
elderly persons either co-reside with their adult children following the religious values and practices in their every
or  receive  financial or instrumental support from them day life. Religion guides individuals to perform duties,
[13-15] and have healthy and careful life. roles and also presents guidelines to control behavior at
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different position in the society. Religious feelings Non parametric correlation Kendall’s tau-b statistical
promote social interaction among society members and test was applied to check the relationship between family
tolerance. environment and the concept of tolerance among family

Table indicates that the family of the respondents members. The calculated value of tau-b was 0.233. It
trust religious leader to guide them. Religious leaders are shows that there is a association between family
playing very important role to promote religious environment and the concept of tolerance among family
education, values and ethics among society members. members.
According to the field data, 37.9% were strongly agreed
and 39.8% of the respondents were agreed that their CONCLUSION
family trust religious leader to guide them. While on the
other side, 14.6% of the respondent had no opinion, 6.2% Family environment has great effects on the
of the respondents were disagreed and only 1.5% of the socialization and development of personality as well as it
respondents were strongly disagreed that their family enhances the concept of tolerance among all family
members trust religious leaders to guide them. It is members. It promotes clean housing environment,
concluded that more than half of the respondents were democratic attitude, healthy and mutual discussion
agreed and strongly agreed that their family trust religious environment, religious education, elderly care and the
leaders to offer guidance to them. concept of love and care for ever family member in

The above mentioned table describes that women Pakistan. On the basis of family environment, family
should have the right to decide if they wear a veil. It is the members generally trust those people who have different
right of every individual especially females to wear veil religious values and practices, also trust on religious
according to their choices. They have freedom and right leaders, give right of veil to family women and acceptance
to decide everything but follow some family traditions. of the views of other’s sects, ethnic group, caste, creed,
According to the field data, 46.2% were strongly agreed residential area, socio-economic status and any strata of
and 32.3% of the respondents were agreed that women the population. The finding shows that there is an
should have the right to decide if they wear a veil. While association between family environment and tolerance
on the other side, 13.1% of the respondents had no among family members. 
opinion, 5.0% were disagreed and only 3.5% were
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