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Abstract: A national self-comprehension of students and their understanding of inter-ethnic relations are
analyzed and the main causes of tension and contradictions in ethnic relations and the factors that can
positively affect the ethnic tolerance are highlighted. The analysis is based on empirical data of sociological
surveys conducted in 2008 and 2012. The study involved the students of Perm National Research Polytechnic
University and Perm Humanities and Technology Institute. Results of the study allowed authors to determine
the nature of the student’s national culture through the prism of relations with people of other ethnic
backgrounds; to determine self-actualization of the students as the representatives of a specific ethnic group
taking into account the territorial and interpersonal aspects of relationships; to identify the types of social
personalities in relation to ethnic problems ("rationalists", "traditionalists”, "reformers" and "indifferentists");
to classify the reasons leading to ethnic tensions according to institutional characteristics (socio-political,
socio-economic and socio-cultural properties), to reveal the paradoxical nature of migration policy in today’s
Russia; to conclude that exacerbation of inter-ethnic relations correlate with crisis formation processes, which
have arisen as a result of the system change in Russia; to establish time history in changes of the students’
national self-comprehension nature as a problem of person’s social identity.
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INTRODUCTION role  and  place  of  political  institutions  in  this  process

The article does not attempt to analyze different identity  during  the  specific  case  study  should be
theoretical interpretations of national identity [1]. The reduced  to  the  operational  characteristics  of  its
article is limited to the task of revealing a number of content and structure [7, p. 15-16]. Taking the national
features based on a particular empirical data characterizing identity as a basis of empirical research, we aim to identify
the status of the students’ national self-comprehension in how an individual interprets its content and trend.
a particular territory and to share the experience learned Therefore in our analysis we fix the following: 1)
when studying this problem. In 2008, the authors have awareness of an individual about ethnic relations which
conducted  a  study on the national self-comprehension is characterized by the information scope about the
of the students. Altogether 506 respondents were subject; 2) the selectivity of the individual in relation to
interviewed in two Universities: Perm State Technical ethnic processes, characterized by specific content of
University   (PSTU)-342    students;   Perm  Humanities information about them and its directivity; 3) the degree
and Technology Institute (PHTI), a Private Education of active attitude to ethnic processes, characterized by
Institution-164 students. In 2012, the study was focused labor, social, political and spiritual activity of the
on identifying the value-normative institutional problems individual and 4) the scope of impact of individual’s
and 306 students from Perm National Research ethnic comprehension on his/her behavior, values and
Polytechnic University (PNRPU) were interviewed. mindset. An empirical interpretation of today's students’

In scientific publications, the study of national ethnic comprehension is based on above stated
identity is presented mostly through the analysis of the definition.

[2, 3, 4, 5, 6]. However, theoretical definition of national
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The Main Part: In 2008, a number of serious problems More   often   Russians   are   presented   in a
that emerged in the logic of political control in the sphere negative   context.   However,   the   student   survey
of inter-ethnic relations were revealed and as a result, the shows  that  young  people  do  not  agree  with  that
growing crisis of ethnic identity among young people was definition of Russian nation’s essence as a cultural
brought to light. So 40.3% of students responded community.  They  have  created  a  positive  attitude
negatively to the question "Are you satisfied with the towards their nation and its features such as "respect for
ethnic policy of the Russian state?" At that 48.2% of elders" (54.7%), "child care" (46.6%) and "open heart"
males and 32.8% of females had such an opinion. Every (44.5%). About 40% of the students speak of hard work,
fifth young male appraised the process as positive courage, generosity, self-esteem, talent, ability to unite in
(21.9%). Among the young females, every second was joy and sorrow. However, the same number of
unable to evaluate the process. respondents have noted laziness. Every fifth student

The study of information culture showed that young focused attention on solidarity, religiosity and
males are more politicized than young females. However, entrepreneurial spirit of the Russian people. Negative
yet in 2012 the idea of a multiethnic state became more judgments imposed upon the mass media are stringed
pronounced among the females than among the males along by 5 to 20% of respondents according to various
(23.1% vs. 17%). In general, the students continue to indicators.
believe that the Russian nation itself is a basis of the Students tend to pragmatic attitude with respect to
national idea since Russian people are characterized by the issue of inter-ethnic relations.
kind-heartedness and ability to stand up for each other in More than half of respondents believe that the
any reality situation, as well as a high level of both historical facts should be considered in the development
national and universal culture intrinsically peculiar to of inter-ethnic relations, to avoid errors at the present time
Russian nation. Another 37.4% see the source of a and the future (54.3%). About 40% showed careful
national idea in following to national traditions, attitude to the history role in the development of inter-
interethnic emotional training and Orthodox virtue ethnic relations; in their view, history cannot be judged
education among Russian people. At that, gender and the inter-ethnic problems should be solved based on
differences remain strong, though modes of training do the present-day situation. Every tenth student hopes that
not provide such a distinct characteristic. The mass media the course of events will determine how to resolve ethnic
is an important policy tool for social and cultural impact conflicts. Loyalty in solving the ethnic problem concerns
on the minds of young people [8]. The role of Russians in also to the ethnic-territorial structure of the state. One
the today’s history of Russia is constantly discussed in third of the students recognize the need for a joint
the mass media and political shows (Table 1). economic, political and social control in the same  territory

Table 1: Students' opinion regarding mass media judgments about Russians

Number of respondents in 2008 (%) *
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Judgments Total PSTU PHTI Young males Young females

Cheerful (good-natured), witty (able to laugh at themselves and at others) 48.6 48.2 50.9 47.3 50.4
Russians harness the horse slowly but drive fast 36.0 39.4 29.8 45.7 27.1
Credulous nation 35.6 36.5 34.8 33.5 38.0
Disengaged (everybody for himself, "it’s no concern of mine") 35.0 35.0 35.4 37.1 33.3
Friendly, sympathetic and humane nation 28.9 32.1 23.0 26.9 31.0
Nation having it’s ancient culture, able to preserve it and pass across the generations 22.5 24.2 19.3 24.9 20.5
Too patient nation 22.1 24.7 17.4 24.5 20.2
Nation that forgot how to work 21.i 21.2 21.1 22.0 20.5
Tend to solidarity, collectivity (one for all and all for one) 20.6 20.9 20.5 20.4 20.9
Prone to crime and mafia 17.6 17.9 16.8 20.0 15.5
People are basically habitual drunken 16.4 15.0 18.6 17.1 15.9
Religious nation 12.6 12.9 12.4 15.1 10.5
Impractical people 8.9 7.9 10.6 9.4 8.5
People without national traditions 4.7 3.8 6.8 2.9 6.6

* As every respondent selects multiple answers, the sum of each group is more than 100%.
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Table 2: National culture of today’s students

Number of respondents in 2008 (%)*
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Answers Total Young males Young females PSTU PHTI

The presence of bias among students to people with other ethnic background
Yes 21.4 23.2 21.0 20.0 I 26.4
No 59.2 59.5 60.3 62.1 54.9
Difficult to answer 17.9 17.4 | 18.7 18.0 18.7

The students’ attitude to people with other ethnic background 
Native ethnic people are like the walls of your own house 12.5 14.7 10.5 12.1 13.7
The most important is whether the individual is good or bad 51.2 53.5 49.6 52.4 49.7
The most important is the individual’s ethnic background, no matter whether the 
person is good or bad. 2.6 1.6 3.5 1.8 4.3
One should honor the ethnical, though not forgetting universal human values 44.7 42.9 46.9 45.8 43.6
Student’s attitude to himself/herself as an individual having certain ethnic background
The ability to feel confident and to have the support 43.3 47.0 43.1 44.9 45.5
The ability to better defend own rights and interests 27.1 25.0 30.8 26.8 30.8
The ability to communicate with loved aware persons 37.5 39.0 38.7 38.9 38.5

Stance on the people having various ethnic background and living in the same area
I do not care about the person’s ethnic background 39.1 43.6 37.8 39.8 42.5 1
People with various ethnic backgrounds living together should have the same 
rights and responsibilities 46.8 48.7 48.6 51.5 42.5
The rights and obligations of people living in the same region should be determined 
by representatives of the ethnic majority 7.3 8.5 6.8  7.5 7.8
The rights and duties of citizens are determined by the state (the Constitution) 
regardless of the inter-ethnic relations issue 31.8 30.9 35.1 31.9 35.9

Tolerated personal relations with people having other ethnic background
Family relationships 22.0 25.9 23.1 28.0 13.4
Friendly relationships 53.4 56.6 59.3 62.8 46.4
Neighborly relations 40.6 42.5 45.5 50.7 27.4
Co-workers 44.9 49.1 49.3 55.0 33.5
Single citizenship 38.0 43.9 40.2 45.6 30.7

* As every respondent selects multiple answers, the sum of each group is more than 100%.

where the people of different ethnic background reside nationalistic interests; they believe that one should give
(33.8%). Another third considers that the people of priority to own ethnic culture. Among respondents, 44.3%
different ethnic backgrounds living in the same area must are for taking in stride the ethnic traditions and accept the
work together to solve the political and economic issues, culture of other people, while maintaining their own
while socio-cultural problems must be solved separately culture. Based on the pragmatic approach in sociology
by each ethnic group (32%). Some respondents believe and taking as a basis the content and direction of the
that the modern form of autonomous and territorial individual’s activity, one can determine certain types of
division in accordance with ethnic characteristics became young people depending on their behavior. It is true that
obsolete because it creates social and economic tensions the degree of their "purity" is not absolute, though the
in the country (24.7%). It is at this point, namely in the groups themselves and typical forms of behavior are
issue of federal structuring, where the general socio- closely interrelated. Their determination is justified by real
cultural differences among young people are the most differences and is useful in practice.
pronounced. This is the subcultural sensitivity of Following types can be distinguished among
students, as a marginal social group, that was reflected students: "rationalists" considering necessity to build a
through the attitude to their ethnic culture (Table 2). relationship between the people with different ethnic

Striving for preservation, expansion and transfer of background based on ethnic socio-historical analysis:
traditions and customs is peculiar to every second living in the same area, people have to undertake joint
student (50.6%). One of ten young males manifested economic, political and social governance (2008-33.8%,
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2012-35.6%), "traditionalists", considering ethnic issues country" (11%), "I would deport non-Russian from the
in terms of the country’s historical culture: living in the country" (11%). Discriminatory restrictive forms of
same area, people need to undertake joint economic and relationships are somewhat more prominent to those from
political governance, while solving socio-cultural aspects families involved in commerce. Expressed negative
independently (2008-32%, 2012-34.2%), the "reformers" position on the issue was shown by non-state high
who feel it necessary to create a new model of society school students.
(2008-24.7%, 2012-22.9%), "indifferentists", who are By 2012, the students with the negative attitude to
abstracted from public life and believe that every ethnic representatives of certain ethnic groups created a
group living together with others in the same area has to catastrophic situation. This is especially pronounced
solve all aspects of social life independently (2008-13.2%, among young males, senior students and external
2012-7.3%). students. Among them 50% of respondents have negative

Among the surveyed students two types prevail feelings to the representatives from Central Asia and from
depending on their relation to the ethnic issues: a 70% to 90% of students are negatively disposed towards
"rationalists" and "traditionalists"; "reformers" occupy a natives of Caucasus. This especially concerns the
significant place, while the "indifferentists " are children whose parents work for the security forces, as
represented poorly. well as the children from the working class and the

Students consider the issue of belonging to their own intellectuals.
ethnic group, first and foremost, through the lens of The reasons aggravating Inter-ethnic relations are
cultural communication, rather than through the legal classified  by  the  major  institutional  characteristics
relationships [9]. The answer to the question: "Within (Table 3).
what ideology should the children be brought up?" the When determining the reasons of ethnic tensions, the
majority of students responded in 2008 that the opinions of young males and females differ significantly
upbringing should be focused on success, cultural in certain aspects related to public life.
development and diligence (66.7% of young males and According to the students, the main causes of
70.8% of young females). The belief that children should aggravation of inter-ethnic relations are embedded in the
honor the traditions of their own nation was supported socio-political and socio-cultural sphere of today’s
just by 24% of males and 26.1% of females. The Russian society (2008-36.1% and 35.7% respectively,
importance of physical development indicated 44.3% of 2012-38.6% and 34.5%). At that, the young males are more
males and 31.5% of females. In 2012, the adherence of the inclined to see the problems in social and political sphere
students on the cultural, educational and professional (2012-42.4%), whereas the females recognize the problem
values in the upbringing in future of their children was in regard to socio-cultural aspects (2012-40.9%).
retained, though the share of social masses to think so Among the socio-political problems, the students
was decreased (57.2%). Active stigmatization in the mass emphasize ineffective political governance (weak
media a certain ethnicities has produced the expected institutional and human resource policies in the ethnic
results: in 2008, every fifth student had a bias against issues). In general it can be stated that over the past four
individuals of other ethnic groups (21.4%). Among the years, the situation in the policy institute has not
students, 53.4% are set up for friendship with people of changed, all the problems are still relevant.
other ethnic groups. This is particularly manifested among The students associate main socio-cultural problems
the children of entrepreneurs and businessmen, as well as with inter-ethnic relations, highlighting the strengthening
employees (71.3% and 65.1%). About 40% of respondents of ethnic tendencies in society, low ethnic political culture
positively consider the options for the neighborhood and of the commonwealth, however these problems become
labor cooperation. Neighborly relations are more imposed more pronounced.
to the children of intellectuals and employees, while labor Socio-economic factors effect the aggravation of
based cooperation is accepted by children of trade inter-ethnic relations in society [10]. Exactly the crisis
workers and employees; every fifth student agrees on processes in this area became the basis for crisis
kindred (family) relationships (22%) (these kinds of expansion in other areas of social life that negatively
relationships are closer to children from the families of affected the inter-ethnic relations. By 2012, this trend has
entrepreneurs (30%). been more actively associated in the minds of students

However, there are also negative, nationalist with migration processes that strengthened negative
positions: "I would not allow non-Russian to enter the attitudes towards other nations.
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Table 3: The main reasons of inter-ethnic tense relations

Number of respondents (%)*
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Young males Young females
-------------------------------- ----------------------------------

Reasons 2008 2012 2008 2012

Socio-economic:
Socio-Economic crisis 43.5 39.6 41.6 39.5
Migration from other regions 32.2 49.1 27.1 34.0
Uneven ethnic and regional differentiation of labor 13.4 16.4 12.5 10.2
Resistance of corrupted groups to social reforms 16.7 18.9 6.3 7.5
Provision of material values based on ethnic principle 12.6 12.6 8.6 11.6

Socio-political:
Abusive exercise of executive personnel’s power 35.6 44.0 27.1 27.2
The crisis of the political system 35.6 39.6 24.3 27.2
Errors of judgment in inter-ethnic policy 28.0 30.2 21.2 21.1
The absence of an effective inter-ethnic policy in the hands of central authorities 23.8 23.9 17.3 15.0
The activities of various political movements 22.6 20.1 14.9 16.3
Local government is slow in dealing with inter-ethnic issues 18.0 22.0 17.3 13.6
Appointment to positions based on the ethnic basis rather than on professional valuation 15.9 18.2 12.2 10.9
Departure from the federal system mechanism and over-centralization of government 6.7 8.2 0.8 4.8

Socio-cultural:
Strengthening of nationalism 30.5 34.0 33.7 33.3
The low level of political culture and the legal awareness of the population 28.5 28.9 30.2 34.7
Crisis in culture 33.1 37.7 25.5 44.2
Prejudice against the people with other ethnic background 23.4 17.0 28.6 20.4
Underestimation of the role of national culture, language and traditions 19.2 26.4 20.8 32.7

* As every respondent selects multiple answers, the sum of each group is more than 100%.

An inefficient migration policy results in aggravation Russia must defend its national interests, no matter
of inter-ethnic relations that may ultimately lead to non- what the material and human losses are incurred both
controlled inter-ethnic conflicts. The paradox is that the at the external borders and within the country
very migration processes are intensified due to the (18.4%).
emergence of local ethnic conflicts. Officials often try to
solve these conflicts through military force. The following Young    males      are      more       focused on
views were expressed by today’s students when asking national  constitutional     form     in     appealing to
them the question: "How do you feel about the Armed Forces in the process of resolving inter-ethnic
participation of the Russian Armed Forces (AF) in inter- conflicts.
ethnic conflicts?" Considering the factors that could have a positive

Russia must defend its foreign interests calling upon most often underline moral aspects of social life (see
Armed Forces (AF) (31%); Table 4).
Armed Forces may act as a political tool for
suppression only after the Russian Army becomes
voluntary (28.3%);
Regional (ethnic) conflict is the problem of the
specific ethnic group and the specific region, so the
federal authorities can only act as a "court of
arbitration" (20.2%);
Participation of the Armed Forces in inter-ethnic
conflicts should be justified by the constitution of
the country (21.9%);

impact on the association of ethnic interests, students

Table 4: Factors that according to the students have a positive impact on
pooling of ethnic interests

Factors 2008 (%) 2012 (%)
Decent life 54.3 55.2
Law and order 51.0 48.4
Stability 49.0 43.1
Education and culture 47.6 48.0
Justice 45.8 50.7
Production development 23.3 23.5
Spirituality 19.8 28.8
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