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Abstract: Rural women in Bangladesh have a lower status than men and are economically dependent on their
husbands as well as socially discriminated. Rural women have very limited access to income generating
activities and consequently less opportunity to contribute to the betterment of their families due to a number
of social, cultural and religious barriers which push them into a vulnerable situation. In addition, they are also
vulnerable to natural disasters and calamities over which they have little or no control. In this circumstance,
microcredit programme contributes significantly to reduce vulnerability of the poor rural women who are more
vulnerable in Bangladesh. In the present study, it has been attempted to assess the role of microcredit
programme in reducing vulnerability of rural women. The study is based on empirical data collected through
interviewing two groups of rural women e.g. ‘with credit’ and ‘without credit’ rural women. The ‘with credit’
respondents were the members of the Grammeen Bank’s microcredit programme. The findings of the study show
that the monthly average income of the ‘with credit’ respondents is US$27.6) which is three times higher than
that of the ‘without credit’ respondents (US$7.9). The increased income of the borrower women contributes
significantly to improve the income level of their households which help them reduce vulnerability more
effectively than the non-borrower families. It is also found that small proportions (10 percent) of the ‘with credit’
women are highly vulnerable, as compared to ‘without credit’ women (22 percent). Therefore, it can be
concluded that microcredit programme plays a significant role in reducing vulnerability among the rural poor
families in Bangladesh.
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INTRODUCTION wages for their work [5]. They are the vulnerable and most

Bangladesh is one the most densely populated the poorest of the poor [6]. Moreover, a large number of
countries in the world with an estimated population of 140 hardcore poor in rural Bangladesh are the widowed,
million [1] of which 80 percent live in rural areas of the divorced and abandoned women who have no bread
country (BBS, [2]. Women constitute almost half of the earner, asset or source of income as well as have no
total population of the country [2] and they are not only choice but to work in other people’s house for very
socially discriminated but also subject to threat, nominal wage or resort to begging for their survival [1].
exploitation and harassment of all sorts [3]. Status of They have very limited access to income generating
Bangladeshi women has been ranked the lowest in the activities and consequently less opportunity to earn
world on the basis of twenty indicators related to health, money for their betterment as well as contribute to
marriage, children, education, employment and social increase their family income. Women in rural Bangladesh
equality [4]. Women, in a society, have less power than cannot access to economic activities outside their homes
men, have less control over resources and receive lesser due  a   number   of  social,  cultural  and  religious  norms,

deprived section of the society and majority of them are
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customs and traditions which push them into a vulnerable experienced a significant increase in their income level as
situation. In addition to social, cultural and religious compared to 39 percent of the non-borrower respondents.
obstacles, rural women are also vulnerable to natural In line with the above study, Panda [14] found that the
disasters and calamities over which they have little or no annual average income of the participants of group based
control. In this circumstance, microcredit programme has microfinance programme in Orissa, India was significantly
emerged as an important tool to support and help the higher (11.41 percent) than that of the non-participants.
vulnerable people, especially the poor rural women who The study also observed that the group based
are more vulnerable in Bangladesh. Microcredit microfinance impacted the member households more
programme provides small loans to the very poor in order positively in the increase of assets position (9.75 percent
to undertake self-employment and other financial and higher), annual average employment (20.43 percent
business activities giving the opportunity to earn money higher), number of literates per household (12.16 percent
to care for themselves and their families and consequently higher), growth in savings (42.53 percent higher) and the
achieve a level of independence. It has demonstrated to reduction of migration (33.70 percent lesser) as compared
be an effective and sustainable tool in the ongoing to the non-member households. Recently, the study
struggle against poverty by enabling the poor people, conducted by Ahmed et al. [15] on Grameen Bank’s
who have no access to the commercial banks and other microcredit programme revealed that the borrower women
lending institutions in the country, to borrow and start contributed, on average, 19 percent (US$27.6) of the total
small business [7]. Especially, one of the objectives of the family income per month while it was 10 percent (US$7.9)
microcredit programme is to provide loans facilities to the for the non-borrower women. Rural women’s access to
rural poor women to engage themselves in activities that income generating activities through microcredit increases
generate income. As a result, they can contribute to total family income. The study by Imai and Azam [16]
increase in total household income  and  help  their found that household access to loans for productive
families get free of poverty. Therefore, rural poor women purposes from microcredit programme significantly
are the major beneficiaries of microcredit programme and increased per capita household income. Microcredit
the most often targeted by the programme because they programme, in this way, contributes to increase total
are the most vulnerable in terms of socioeconomic income of the borrower families which help them reduce
perspective [8]. vulnerability more effectively as compared to non-

Over the last two decades, a number of Non borrower families.
Government Organisations (NGOs) have been emerged in The present study was carried out to assess the
Bangladesh to support the poor women in rural areas of contribution of microcredit programme in reducing
the country by providing them collateral free small loans vulnerability  of   rural   poor   women  in  Bangladesh.
[6]. Microcredit is an attractive and effective tool for The study also focuses on the vulnerability status of the
producing better outcomes in terms of income and assets women in rural Bangladesh in terms of various social,
for the poor households [9]. Access to economic cultural, religious and natural constraints.
activities through microcredit enables poor people to
increase their household incomes, build assets and reduce METARIALS AND METHODS
their vulnerability to the crises that are a major part of
their daily lives [10]. The study conducted by McKernan Survey Design, Sampling Method, Data Collection and
[11] revealed that the average monthly profits of borrower Data Analysis: Deriving accurate information is highly
women from self-employment through their involvement dependent   upon   the   survey   method.   The  direct
with Grameen Bank’s microcredit programme increased face-to-face interview, the most commonly used approach
from about $45 to nearly $80. The study also found the [17] is employed in this study. Data for this study was
borrower women having greater freedom of mobility after collected through interviewing the selected samples of
participating in microcredit programme. Ali [12] conducted two groups (e,g. ‘with credit’ and  ‘without  credit’) of
a study on the role of Grameen Bank’s microcredit in rural women in the Pachagarh District of Bangladesh.
reducing poverty among the borrower families and found “Random Sampling” method was applied to select the
a sharp reduction in the number of Grameen Bank’s samples. The study selected the samples from several
member families living below the poverty line (20 percent) villages under the Panchagarh District. The ‘with credit’
compared to non-borrower families (56 percent). Swain respondents were the members of Grameen Bank’s
and Wallentin [13] estimated that about 64 percent of the microcredit programme. It had been selected  randomly
borrower women of Self Help Group (SHG) Bank in India 200  ‘with  credit’  respondents  from   a  list of nearly 700
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members of Grameen Bank  in  the  villages  of  Pokhi These variables are aggregated to an appropriate set
Laga,  Vetor  gor,  Chand  para   and  Madhuban of weights according to their relative importance in
guchchho gram. On the other hand, the ‘without credit’ creating vulnerability to the rural women. For example,
respondents were not members of any microcredit Natural calamity is considered to be the most important
programme  during  the  survey   conducted  for this parameter in determining vulnerability status of rural
study.  A total  of  100  ‘without  credit’  respondents women, because natural disasters, such as flood, cyclone,
were selected randomly from the list of 900 rural women in salinity and drought are fairly common events in the
the villages of Goual para and Jamader para. The data everyday life of rural people in Bangladesh [6].
were collected by the researcher herself from1st April to The vulnerability index (VI) can be computed by
30 June 2008. applying the following equation:

After completing the survey, all the data were coded
directly on questionnaires and then entered into personal
computer. Simple descriptive statistics such as sums,
means,  percentages,   frequency   distributions  and Where,
cross-tabulations were used to analyse the primary data.
In this study, Vulnerability Index (VI) was applied to R = Religion constraints
measure and compare the degree of vulnerability of ‘with H = Health constraints
credit’ and ‘without credit’ rural women. The index I = Illiteracy
provides an indicator as to how vulnerable the population E = Early marriage
is to a particular situation or system. Vulnerability Index N = Natural calamities
(VI), for this study, was adopted from the National Coastal W = Weight for parameter R
Vulnerability Index (NCVI) Study- Phase 1, conducted by W = Weight for parameter H
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia [18]. The present study W = Weight for parameter I
categorized the vulnerability factors of rural women into W = Weight for parameter E
five groups namely, religion constraints, health W = Weight for parameter N
constraints, illiteracy, early marriage and natural
calamities. A rating scale was used for measuring the For accurate classification of vulnerability, the
degree of vulnerability as perceived by ‘with credit’ and parameters should be weighted. The weights of the
‘without credit’ respondents. The scale contained five parameters corresponds to a scaling of all parameter
selected vulnerability indicators in which ‘with credit’ and weights, from 1 to 5. The increasing order of parameter
‘without credit’ rural women expressed their  opinion. importance is: Religion constraints, Health constraints,
Each woman indicated their extent of vulnerability by Illiteracy, Early marriage, Natural disasters. Each of the
putting a tick mark on any one of the scores. The scale vulnerability  parameters  was  given a weight according
used for computing the degree of  vulnerability  is  given to  the  importance of the parameter based on the
in Table 1: observed data.

1

2

3

4

5

Table 1: Indicators of vulnerability
Indicators of Vulnerability Scoring system

1. Religion constraints for doing jobs outside home Yes = 2
No = 1

2. Poor health of family members due to major diseases such as Malaria, Diarrhoea, Typhoid, Malnutrition etc. Yes = 2
No = 1

3. Illiteracy or lack of education causes rural women poor and vulnerable Yes = 2
No = 1

4. Early marriage (e.g. marriage before 18 years of age) causes social problem or vulnerability to rural women Yes = 2
No = 1

5. Facing problem or constraints for livelihoods activities due to natural disasters Yes = 2
No = 1

Table 2: Ranking of vulnerability parameters
Item Low Moderate High
Vulnerability Ranking 3.00 – 4.00 4.01 – 5.00 5.01 – 6.00
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Therefore, the vulnerability index (VI) can be written gender disparity from the very beginning of their lives.
as follows: Since infancy, a girl child often has unequal access to

care facility is available, it is first offered to a boy child.

Vulnerability Ranking: This study classified the degree health from their girlhood. For example, the daily per
of vulnerability to the respondents from low to high as capita calorie intake and life expectancy for women are
shown in Table 2. lower (1599 k. cal. and 60.5 years respectively) than that of

Description of the Factors of Vulnerability: It is a well Women in Bangladesh are also gravely exposed to the
established fact that women, in a patriarchal society like dangers of childbirth and the maternal mortality rate which
Bangladesh are ascribed a lower status as men who have is the highest in the world is 444 per 100,000 live births
the sovereign power to control households and society as [19]. Moreover, women’s general health care is greatly
a whole, while women are often engaged in household ignored and they face special health hazards due to
chores [20]. Women, especially in rural areas of severe anemia condition, inadequate nutrition, multiple
Bangladesh face a number of social, cultural and religious pregnancies, abortion and so on. Anemia among the rural
and natural constraints which force them into a vulnerable women is a significant civic health problem during
situation. In this study, we classified these factors of pregnancy. Two different surveys estimated the anemia
vulnerability into five broad categories. The factors are prevalence among the pregnant women in Bangladesh to
discussed in short below. be 50% [25] and 59% [26], 1995-96). Another matter of

Religion: Purdah and Caste are the most religious enhance the risk of low birth weight baby and
constraints for rural women in Bangladesh. In broader subsequently premature delivery or neonatal mortality.
sense, purdah is a religious barrier which does not allow
a  woman  to  show herself to an unauthorized male Illiteracy: Illiteracy is one of the important factors of
person prescribed by the religion. In rural areas of vulnerability to rural poor women. From the very
Bangladesh, the norms of ‘purdah’ isolate women into beginning, a girl child faces gender disparity in access to
house by restricting their mobility in the society. It affects education. Parents in remote rural areas of Bangladesh do
women both psychologically and socially; women not not tend to invest in the education of their girls. This is
only do feel isolated, but also they have limited access due to the fact that women are not expected to contribute
into social networks. In addition, rural women, due to this to the family income and to support their parents in old
religious constraint, face limited access in income age. This tendency contributes to the lower literacy rate
producing activities outside their homes which affect among the rural women. This is reflected by the literacy
them economically. As a result, women have to rely on rate obtained from 2001 census, where 40.8 percent of
male mediators for their economic survival [21]. Another women are literate compared to 49.6 percent of men [2].
religious barrier for women is caste system which prevails After 4 to 5 years of formal education, most girls drop out
especially in hindu families of rural Bangladesh. Ahmed from the school. The situation is worse for women in
[22] found that in mixed caste Hindu families, women who higher and technical education and the female drop-out
engage in work outside the house lose their social status rate is much higher than that of the male students [27].
and bring dishonor for their families. The upper caste Less educated women posses very little or no knowledge
hindu families do not allow their women to work in the about business and economic activities and consequently
fields outside their homes due to the norms  of  caste. have lower capabilities to access to and use of assets for
They think that if their women works outside the house, livelihood. Moreover, due to lower educational
their family will loss social status. In this way, religious attainment, they have no idea about applying livelihood
constraints restrict rural women to engage themselves strategies to make their livelihood sustainable. As a result,
into income generating activities outside their homes and they are vulnerable to poverty. For example, in a study,
consequently increase their vulnerability. Azam and Imai [28] found that poverty and vulnerability

Health: Another important factor of vulnerability to rural by illiterate person; whereas households headed by
poor women is poor health. In Bangladesh, life of women person having more than higher secondary level
generally consists of high mortality, malnutrition and ill education were significantly better capable to cope with
health [23]. Women, especially in rural areas, suffer from risk and vulnerable situation.

nutrition and health care. Whenever a good food or health

As a result, women experience mal nutrition and poor

males (1927 k. cal. And 60.7 years respectively) [24].

concern is that malnutrition and poor health of mothers

to poverty were the highest among households headed
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Early Marriage: Early marriage is quite common among RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Bangladeshi  women,  especially  in   rural  areas which
put them into vulnerable situation. Early marriage of Income Generation of ‘With Credit’ and ‘Without Credit’
women   is  a  social  and  cultural  tradition as well as a Rural Women: Income is one of the most important
gender  disparity  to  women  in  rural Bangladesh. indicators  of  socio-economic status of the people.
Women  are   considered   as   a  liability  for  a  family. Overall income of a family in rural areas of Bangladesh
Due to this fact, the family’s aim for a girl is to  get consists  of   agricultural   and  non-agricultural  income.
suitably married early and live with her husband’s family. In the study area, sources of agricultural income include
Early marriage can have  some profound and lasting cropping, livestock rearing, fisheries and homestead
adverse effects on women’s lives. For example, a very gardening. On the other hand, sources of non-agricultural
young bride, under age of 18 is likely to marry a man who income are various types of small businesses (such as
is much older. After marriage, she is  likely  to  have grocery shop, tea stall, tailoring shop and vegetable shop)
limited autonomy vis-à-vis her husband. Limited as well as selling labour, rickshaw or van pulling, making
autonomy of the young bride is likely to last throughout bamboo and cane products and kantha making. The total
her married life. She may also have very limited family income represents the aggregate income of all the
opportunity to participate in decision-making about earning members of a family such as husband, wife, son,
household matters. The early marriage affects the health daughter, father and mother.
of both mother and child. The consequent of first Average monthly household income and contribution
pregnancy at early age increases the risk to their health. of the ‘with credit’ and ‘without credit’ respondents to
Early  marriage  is also associated with early termination their family income are shown in Table 3 and 4
of formal education for rural women as they have to leave respectively. It is found that the monthly average income
school in order to take care of their husband’s family after earned by the ‘with credit’ respondents is Taka 1870 (US$
marriage. It leads to lower educational achievement among 27.6) which  is  three  times  higher  than  that of the
rural women. Moreover, after marriage, the women are ‘without credit’ respondents (Taka 540 or US$ 7.9). It is
confined to household chores and child rearing activities. also found that about 52 percent of the total monthly
As a result, they have the less opportunity and time to income of ‘with credit’ women comes from agricultural
participate in income-generating activities within as well sources and about 48 percent from non-agricultural
as outside their homes. sources. On the other hand, 59 percent of the total

Natural Calamities: In addition to social, cultural and agricultural sources and 41 percent from non-agricultural
religious obstacles, rural women are also vulnerable to sources. It indicates that ‘with credit’ rural women are far
natural  disasters  over which they have little or no more involved in non-agricultural activities as compared
control. Bangladesh is one of the most disaster-prone to ‘without credit’ women. These findings suggest that
countries in the world [29]. All most every year, the the borrower women engage themselves in various
country  is  affected  by  some form of natural hazards business and economic activities with the help of credit
such  as  floods,  tropical  cyclones and associated facilities provided by Grameen Bank and earn more money
surges, droughts and tornadoes. Particularly floods, than that of non-borrower women. The increased income
droughts and landslides are fairly common  events in of the borrower women contributes significantly to
everyday   life     of     rural   people.  These  natural improve the income level of their households. It can be
shocks  cause tremendous losses and damages of shown from table 3 and 4 that the monthly income of
valuable  resources  which  put   poor   rural  households borrower families is, on average, Taka 9851.75 (US$143.6)
in a  miserable   situation. Especially,  the  poor  women which is almost twice of total monthly income of the
in   hazard    prone  areas  become  extremely  vulnerable ‘without credit’ families (Taka 5278.00 or US$77). This is
by the natural disasters. In these circumstances, the due to the Grameen Bank’s microcredit programme
widowed,  divorced   and   abandoned   women  who initiated group dynamics and skill development training,
have  no bread  earner,  asset or source of income have adequate and timely availability of credit for income
no choice but to  work   in  other  people’s  house  for generating and production activities. In addition to
very nominate wage or resort to begging  for  their increased household income, it also contributes to create
survival  [1]. Natural hazards directly and indirectly employment opportunities for the poor people, especially
impede  the access of rural women to productive for women in rural areas. As a result, the borrower
resources and economic activities needed for their lives households become able to improve their livelihood
and livelihoods. status and get free from poverty.

monthly income of ‘without credit’ women is earned from
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Table 3: Monthly Average Income (with percentage) of ‘With Credit’ Households

Self/Own Husband Others (son, daughter, father, mother etc ) Grand total
----------------------------- ------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------

Sources of Income Average % Average % Average % Average %

A. Agriculture:
Crop 190.00 10.16 2250.50 35.23 140.00 8.78 2580.5 26.19
Livestock 450.00 24.06 1100.00 17.22 120.50 7.56 1670.5 16.96
Fisheries - - 350.00 5.48 - - 350.00 3.55
Homestead gardening 340.00 18.18 266.50 4.17 200.50 12.58 807.00 8.19
Sub-total 980.00 52.4 3967.00 62.10 461.00 28.92 5408.00 54.89

B. Non- Agriculture
Small business 510.00 27.27 480.00 7.51 210.25 13.19 1200.25 12.18
Labour sale 120.00 6.42 560.00 8.77 320.00 20.07 1000.00 10.15
Job 150.00 8.02 460.50 7.21 402.80 25.26 1013.3 10.29
Rickshaw/van pulling - - 480.00 7.51 - - 480.00 4.87
Bamboo and cane work 70.00 3.74 440.00 6.9 110.00 6.90 620.00 6.3
Making kantha 40.00 2.14 - - 90.20 5.66 130.20 1.32
Sub-total 890.00 47.6 2420.50 37.9 1133.25 71.08 4443.75 45.11

All sources (A+B) 1870.00 100.0 6387.50 100.0 1594.25 100.0 9851.75 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2008

Table 4: Monthly Average Income (with percentage) of ‘Without Credit’ Households

Self/Own Husband Others (son, daughter, father, mother etc) Grand
------------------------------ ------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------

Sources of Income Average % Average % Average % Average %

A. Agriculture:
Crop 96.20 17.81 1150.00 28.84 - - 1246.2 23.61
Livestock 110.30 20.43 820.30 20.57 130.20 17.36 1060.8 20.10
Fisheries - - 130.10 3.26 - - 130.1 2.46
Homestead gardening 112.50 20.83 300.60 7.54 180.80 24.11 593.9 11.25
Sub-total 319.00 59.07 2401.00 60.21 311.00 41.47 3031.00 57.42

B. Non- Agriculture
Small business 60.00 11.11 180.00 4.51 - - 240.00 4.55
Labour sale 45.00 8.33 450.00 11.28 210.00 28.0 705.00 13.36
Job 50.00 9.26 550.00 13.79 - - 600.00 11.37
Rickshaw/van pulling - - 230.00 5.77 - - 230.00 4.36
Bamboo and cane work 36.00 6.67 177.00 4.44 151.00 20.13 364.00 6.9
Making kantha 30.00 5.56 - - 78.00 10.4 108.00 2.05
Sub-total 221.00 40.93 1587.00 39.79 439.00 58.53 2247.00 42.58

All sources (A+B) 540.00 100.0 3988.00 100.0 750.00 100.0 5278.00 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2008

Table 5: Vulnerability Status of ‘With Credit’ and ‘Without Credit’ respondents

With Credit Without Credit
-------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------

Ranking of Vulnerability (percent) No. % No. %

Low 120 60.0 36 36.0
Moderate 60 30.0 42 42.0
High 20 10.0 22 22.0
All samples 200 100.0 100 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 2008
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Vulnerability Status of ‘With Credit’ and ‘Without income. The findings of the study also reveal that small
Credit’ Rural Women: In the present study, Vulnerability proportions (10 percent) of the ‘with credit’ women are
Index (VI) was applied to measure vulnerability status of highly vulnerable, as compared to ‘without credit’ women
the ‘with credit’ and ‘without credit’ respondents. It was (22 percent). Microcredit programme creates an
measured on the basis of the degree of vulnerability opportunity for rural women so that they can engage
occurred in terms of five indicators mentioned in the themselves in economic activities within their families and
methodology section. The indicators are religious maintain privacy and purdah. The increased income
constraint, poor health, illiteracy, early marriage and earned through undertaking economic and business
natural calamities. Table 3 represents vulnerability status activities motivate rural women to intake more food and
of the ‘with credit’ and ‘without credit’ respondents improve nutritional standard which ultimately contribute
according to the vulnerability ranking. Here, the to upgrade their health status. Moreover, MFIs are
Vulnerability Index indicates that the higher ranking of conducting various training and awareness raising
vulnerability, the greater the degree of vulnerability to the educational programmes in the field of health and
respondents. The findings of the study show that a nutrition to reduce the health related vulnerabilities to
greater proportion of the ‘with credit’ respondents (60 rural women in Bangladesh [33]. Many MFIs are carrying
percent) face low level of vulnerability as compared to out free and formal education programmme at primary
‘without credit’ respondents (36 percent). On the other level. Besides this, they are organizing meetings and
hand, a lower proportion (30 percent) of the borrower workshops with their borrowers to create awareness
women are moderately vulnerable than the non-borrower about the negative impacts of illiteracy and early marriage.
women (42 percent). It is also noteworthy that the Whenever there is a natural disaster like flood, drought,
proportion of borrower women who are highly vulnerable famine and storm and so on, the MFIs stand with the
is significantly lower (10 percent) while the proportion of affected and vulnerable people. During these situations,
highly vulnerable non-borrower women is relatively they undertake various rehabilitation activities for the
greater (22 percent). The average vulnerability scores of betterment of their borrower families. They release client’s
the ‘with credit’ and ‘without credit’ respondents were savings, reschedule the old loans, issue new housing
3.92 percent and 4.40 percent respectively. The findings rehabilitation and other emergency loans. These activities
of this study indicate that the ‘with credit’ rural women help rural people, especially rural poor women to cope
are, on average, less vulnerable as compared to the with the adverse situations and make their livelihoods
‘without credit’ rural women. The other studies also found sustainable. It is obvious from the present study that
that microcredit programme contributes to reduce microcredit programme of Grameen Bank has significant
household poverty and vulnerability (Khandker, [30]; impact on promoting income generation activities and
Morduch & Haley, [31]; Zaman, [32]; Microcredit consequently reducing vulnerability of rural women.
programme creates an opportunity for the poor rural Therefore, it can be concluded that microcredit programme
women to engage themselves in income generating plays a positive and important role in reducing
activities and consequently make their livelihoods vulnerability among the rural poor families in Bangladesh.
sustainable.

CONCLUSION

The study suggests that the rural women, after Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP)
joining the Grameen Bank’s microcredit programme have provided by Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia. We
been able to involve themselves in economic and are thankful to the International Programme Department of
business activities which help significantly reduce their Grameen Bank for their kind permission to carry out the
poverty and vulnerability. It is reflected by the findings of field works in the study areas. We are also thankful to the
the study. The results show that the monthly average Manager, Grameen Bank, Satmera Branch in Panchagarh
income of the borrower women is three times higher than District, Bangladesh for his much needed cooperation in
that of the non-borrower women. It is  also  found  that collecting data from the respondents. We are really
the  total monthly income of the borrower families is grateful to all the respondents for providing valuable
almost twice of the non-borrower families’ monthly information and data.
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