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Abstract: Parents’ involvement in educational activities and its effects on attainments of the secondary level
students were investigated through this study which was based upon a common notion that parents interest
and involvement in educational activities of thier children results in measurable and significant educational
gains for them. Population of the study comprised of 9  & 10  class students and 600 students enrolled inth th

various  secondary  schools  were  taken  as sample. Test of Chi Square ( ) was applied to analyze the data.2

The results showed that parents’ involvement play very vital role in the educational activities and significantly
ameliorates the educational attainments of their children. It is hoped that this study will probably assist in
influencing the deportment of the parents who ignore education of their children.
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INTRODUCTION Parents involvement is considered to be of great

Parents’ involvement is considered to be a very
important and boosting force for a child’s educational
attainments. In this respect, education at the secondary
school level is particularly of prime importance in the life
of a child where maximum care and appropriate guidance
is  necessarily required for his future. Unfortunately due
to laissez-faire approach and non-involvements of some
parents in the educational activities, their children take a
very little or no interest in the education and do not
succeed accordingly.

It has been observed that in Pakistan most of the
parents do properly facilitate their children for education
but don’t participate in their educational activities while
research reveals that parents involvement is significantly
correlated with a child’s educational success. Though
most of the parents spent a lot more on the education of
their children but don’t spare time for their educational
guidance at home, whereas many studies indicate that
parents involvement and adequate guidance at home is
quite important element for the educational outcomes of
children.

imporantce for the educational attainments of children.
Parents involvement leads to increased time spent on
homework and it is apparent that the time spent by the
children on homework has a significant effect on thier
learning abilities provided this time is potentially
manipulated through parents efforts. On the given
premise, the present study examined effects of parents
interes and involvement on educational enhanement of
the children.

Statment of the Problem: The problem under study was
to determine the effect of parents involvement on the
educational attainments of their children.

Objective of Study: The study was aimed at the
achievement of following objective:

To investigate the effects of parents interest and
involvement on educational attainments of their
children at secondary school level.

Significance of the Study: The results of the study will be
useful for the following reasons:
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The study will provide information about the effects that the parents involvement plays crucial role in the
of parents involvement on educational attainments of overall performance of the children whereas invlovement
children. of the father particularly effects on the educational
This study will hopefully create awareness among attainments of children, however some research studeis
the parent who do not get involved in the advocate greater effect of mother’s involevement on the
educational activities of their children. educational attainments of the children as well. If both
This study might become a source of motivation and father and mother involve in the educational activities of
attraction for the future researcher, for further studies their children, the educational attainments of their children
in the area concerned. improve much more [3].

Major aspects concerning parents involvement and
Hypothesis children’s acievements studied in a meta-analysis [4]

H : There is no significant effect of parents attainments test performance whereas generally the0

involvement on the educational attainments of their results indicated that parents involvement has a positive
children at secondary school level. impact on educational attainments. The idea that parents

H : There is a significant effect of parents involvement involvement has positive influence on students'1

on the educational attainments of their children at educational  attainments  is so invoking and attracting
secondary school level. that society and the educators consider parents

Explanation of Terms and Abbreviations many problems in education [5]. It is however important
Terms and Abbreviations used to note that vast proportion of the literature in this area is
a. Level of significance.
b. d.f Degree of freedom.
c. DIKhan Dera Ismail Khan

Review of Related Literature: Epstein [1] discussed in his
work that how children learn and grow through three
imbricating areas of influence i.e. family, educational
institution and the community. These three areas must be
associated to best meet the needs of the child. Epstein
defined six forms of involvement, based on the
relationships  of educational institution with family and
the community. These six types comprise of “parenting
(skills), communicating, volunteering, learning at home,
decision making and collaborating with the community”.
Epstein stressed the fact that all of these six types of
involvement need to be included to have successful
partnerships. Most of the research studies that analyzed
association between parents involvement and children’s
education  assessed  parents  involvement by utilizing
one particular measure, such as counting the number of
parents who volunteer and attend parent-teacher
conferences.

Different theories predict a significant effect of
parents  involvement  on  educational  accomplishments
of the children. It is revealed that the father’s involvement
is comparatively more effective than that of the mother’s
involvement as far as educational attainments of the
students at secondary school level concerns and there is
a strong positive correlation between parents involvement
and educational attainments of children [2]. It is revealed

included student grades, teacher ratings and standardized

involvement an important ingredient for the remedy for

qualitative and not empirical. However, the empirical
studies conducted to probe the issue quantitatively,
depict considerable inconsistencies. In this respect it is
yet important to note that findings of a meta-analysis
carried to synthesize the quantitative literature concerning
association among parents involvement and students'
educational attainments reveal a small to moderate and
practically meaningful, relationship between parents
involvement and educational attainments prevails.

Grolnick [6] conceptualized three dimensions of
parents involvement based on how parent-child
interactions affect children’s' schooling and motivation.
It  has  been revealed that behavioral involvement refers
to parents' public actions representing their interest in
their child's education, e.g. attending meeting or
coferences at school, whereas personal involvement
indicates to parent-child interactions that conveys
positive attitudes about school and the importance of
education to the child. Last and final among the three
dimensions i.e. rational involvement refers to behaviors
that promote children's skill development and knowledge,
such as reading books etc. Parents involvement,
according to this theory, affects student attainments
because these interactions affect students' motivation,
competence and the belief that they have control over
their success in school.

Hoover [7] defined parents involvement broadly to
include home-based activities (e.g., helping for homework,
discussing school events or courses) and school-based
activities  (e.g.  coming  to attend school events). It was
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contended that parents involvement is a function of Chi-square ( ) distribution was applied to ascertain
parent's beliefs about parents roles and responsibilities,
thier feeling that they can help thier children and the
opportunities for involvement provided by the school or
teacher.

Epstein [1] argued about the educational institution,
family and the community and said that thses are
important  "areas  of influence" on child's development.
He further stated that a child's educational development
is increased when these three environments work
collaboratively towards shared goals. Epstein advocated
for the creation of a greater "overlap" among school,
home and community through the implementation of
activities concerning the above mentioned six forms of
involvement, as by applying activities all the six forms of
involvement, educators can help improve student
attainments and experiences in school. Barnard [8] also
asstered  that  parents  i.e.  both Fathers and Mothers
were found to be significant predictors of educational
attainment especially in daughters.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Population of this study comprised of all the 10th
class male students enrolled in secondary Schools of
District DIKhan situated in the Khyber Pakhtookhwa
province of Pakistan.. Six rural and six urban male
secondary schools were taken randomly out of the list of
secondary schools in district Dera Ismail Khan, whereas
600  students  (300 from urban and 300 from rural areas)
i.e. 50 stundets from all the 9  & 10  classes of eachth th

randomly selected secondary School constituted the
sample for the collection of required data.

In order to determine the effects of parents is significant effect of parents involvement on the
involvement on the educational attainments of their
childern, a questionnaire was developed which was
accordingly validated and administered upon the
students.  The  questionnaire  was  improved in light of
the recieved feedback, whereas difficulties and
ambiguities pointed out were removed in consultation
with the experts. Researchers personally visited all the
secondary schools and collected the data. Parents
participation for a child was classified into three
categories i.e. 1: “affirmative”, 2: “to some extent” and 3:
“missing”. Educational attainment of the child was
classified into two categories referred as the ‘high
acquisitions’ in comparison to ‘low acquisitions”. In
perspective of the educational attainments, it is pertinent
to mention that students obtaining 60% and above marks
are considered First division holders while students
securing 45% to 59% and 40% to 44% marks secure
Second and Third division respectively

2

the effects of parents involvement on the educational
attainments of students at secondary school level.
Significance of the effects was estimated at 0.05 level of
significance. Chaudhary [9] states that the Chi-square
distribution was first obtained in 1875 by F.R Helmert, a
German Physicist later on in 1900 Karl-Pearson showed
that as n approaches infinity, a discrete multinomial
distribution may be transformed and made to approach a
Chi-square distribution ( ). The Chi-square ( )2 2

distribution contains only one parameter, called the
number of degree of freedom (d.f). The Chi-square
distribution was calculated through the following formula:

Where  O   is  the  observed  frequency  and  e    is  theij ij

exp  ected frequency Expected frequency can be
calculated as, 

To measure the effects of parents involvement on
educational  attainments  of  the students belonging to
the urban areas of district Dera Ismail Khan, Chi-square
distribution  was  used.  Calculated   Chi-square  value
was  found  as 163.967, against the Table value of 5.99 at

 = 0.05 with one degree of freedom. Calculated value
being  greater  than  tabulated value i.e. 163.967 > 5.99
refer  to  a significant relationship among the two
variables  at  0.05 level of significance. Hence H  “There1

educational attainments of students at secondary school
level” was accepted.

Table 1: Showing effect of parents involvement on educational attainments

of students from Urban area

Affirmative To some extent Missing Total

High Attainments 108 49 10 167

Low Attainments 14 16 103 133

Total 122 65 113 300

Table 2: Showing effect of parents involvement on educational attainments

of students rural area

Affirmative To some extent Missing Total

High Attainments 110 42 12 164

Low Attainments 15 20 101 136

Total 125 62 113 300



World Appl. Sci. J., 12 (9): 1409-1412, 2011

1412

For measuring the effects of parents involvement on Recommendations
the  educational  attainments of students in the rural
areas,  Chi-square distribution was applied. Calculated Findings and conclusion of the study led researchers
Chi-square value was found as 148.78 against the Table to the following recommendations:
value  of  5.99  at  = 0.05  with one degree of freedom.
The calculated value being greater than that of the This study argues effectuality of parents
tabulated value i.e. 148.78 > 5.99) denotes a significant involvement in the educational attainments of their
relationship among the variables at 0.05 level of children so it is recommended that the parents may
significance. Hence H  “There is a significant effect of spare more time and give more attention to thier1

parents involvement on the educational attainments of chidren’s education.
students at secondary school level” was accepted in case Similar type of research may also be launched for the
of the rural areas as well. female schools.

CONCLUSION find cross cultural results.
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