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Abstract: This study focuses on the perspectives of Arabic students, teachers and program officer on the
design  and implementation  of  the Arabic  curriculum  in  some  selected  Nigerian  Universities through a
semi-structured interview. The interview revealed factors such as unskilled curriculum contents, lack of native
speakers’ involvement, lack of community participation, traditional methodology of teaching. This study
confirmed that Arabic has not yet been fully integrated into the National policy on education in Nigeria; hence,
necessary suggestions are made on the integration of Arabic into the Nigerian system of education through
a proposed framework which focused on teaching of the Arabic for specific purposes.
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INTRODUCTION this, the teaching and learning of Arabic was given little

The  advent  of  Arabic  language  in Nigeria, which Arabic language became the solitary endeavour of the
dates back to the 8  century C.E brought Arabic culture traditional private Arabic teachers. The learners of theth

and civilization in several spheres of the Nigerian society language were relegated to the lowest level in the society.
[1]. Arabic was the first language used by most of the They were not recognised by the government and were
empires in Central Sudan which now refers to as West not permitted to hold any position in the government’s
Africa for documentation of history and administrative administration. Thus, the learning of the language was
purposes [2]. confined to the study of the Islamic religion while the

The role of the Arabic language in developing functions of the Arabic language graduates were
literacy    in   Nigeria    cannot    be    over    emphasised. restricted to the mosque affairs only. 
It became the official language that was used for The National Policy on Education is a national
administration,  communication,  diplomatic  and  legal document that clearly spells out the system of education
purposes during the early Kanem-Bornu and Sokoto in Nigeria from primary to tertiary level of education. It is
empires [3]. The contribution of the scholars of these two the most comprehensive document on the Nigerian
empires towards the development of education in Nigeria education system. According to [7], the document was a
is numerous. This implies that Arabic language was the consequence of poor education system prior to her
earliest medium of literacy for the people of West Africa independence. Entitled “Federal Republic of Nigeria
in general and Nigeria in particular [1-6]. National Policy on Education” (NPE), this official

The decline of the Arabic language in the Nigerian document  was  first  published  in  1977,   revised in
education system started during the British colonisation 1981, 1998 and 2004 [8]. The policy is with the objective of
in 19  century C. E and the introduction of English as the uniting and integrating the Nigerian education system.th

Nigerian official language. This was followed by the However, learning Arabic in Nigeria is optional at all
activities of European Christian missionaries and the levels of the Nigerian education system, despite the fact
introduction of Western education as the only means of that language is important for the country’s economy and
acquiring knowledge in Nigeria [4]. As a consequence of African solidarity and peace [9]. In short, The linguistic

attention. The conception and methodology of teaching
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relevance of Arabic to the Nigerians cannot be supplied for each interview to guarantee the smooth
undervalued. Therefore, a thorough evaluation of the running of the interview. Both open and semi structured
Arabic curiculum in Nigerian higher education system interview techniques were adopted.
needs to be conducted. According to [11: 25] “an investigator new to

This study attempts to explore the perception of collecting data through interviews will feel more confident
stakeholders of the Arabic curriculum in Nigerian higher with a structured interview format where most, if not all,
education system in term of its design and execution. questions are written out ahead of time in the interview

METHODOLOGY collected were then transcribed verbatim into texts and

The qualitative method was adopted in this study.
This method is an effective tool for understanding how RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
different stakeholders view the effectiveness of a
curriculum. This will enable the researchers to identify the Lack of Practical Curriculum Content: The participants
strengths and weaknesses of the program in order to felt that the content of the curriculum is too abstract and
know whether the aims and objectives of the programme theoretical and many of the courses do not include
have been achieved. [10] asserts  that  the  construction practical skills that are relevant to the contemporary
of knowledge using “qualitative inquiry means going to situation. They contended that the curriculum needs to be
the field in the real world of programmes, organizations, redesigned so that the students will able to face future
neighbourhoods, street corners-and getting close enough challenges. The interview with the four Arabic students
to  the  people  and circumstances there to capture what revealed that the contents of the curriculum do not have
is happening.” any relationship with their future professions.

Sampling Procedure: The participant in a qualitative that the Arabic program in Nigerian universities only
research  must be an individual who induces an prepared students for the teaching profession. This is due
experience of the case being explored and can articulate to the fact that the only available profession that needs
his life experience. Thus, the participants of this research their service is the education sector. The findings tend to
were expected to have knowledge of the issues in correspond with the opinions of other researchers in the
question. The purposive sampling was used in this study. area of teaching and learning of Arabic in Nigeria [12-16].
There were nine respondents for the semi-structured [15] asserts that the curriculum of the Arabic language
interview. Four lecturers and four students from selected and Islamic studies as a twin subject is unwittingly made
universities  were  chosen by their Head of Departments abstract and theoretical, instead of its real nature as a
as respondents for the interview. They are from the practical way of life. [16] expresses further that advanced
following Universities; University of Ibadan, Bayero training in Arabic and Islamic studies should incorporate
University Kano, Kwara State University and Lagos State some conventional disciplines such as the  official
University. All these universities represented three out of language  of  the  immediate  community of the  learner,
the four geopolitical zones that have universities in which economics,  elementary  mathematics, political science,
Arabic was offered as a course. In addition, the language international relations, status and situation  of  Muslims
programme officer of the National University Commission in different parts of the world as well as the use of the
(NUC) who was in charge of all the language programmes computer. According to [17] the teaching of Arabic in
offered in Nigerian universities was also interviewed. general, unlike the teaching of other foreign languages,

Data Collection: A series of meetings were held with making due reference to results and findings from
Head of Arabic Departments in all the selected research experiments and scientific studies carried out in
universities. A plain and brief explanation about the the field of language teaching and learning. 
procedures and benefit of the evaluation of the Arabic
program was presented to the HODs with the ultimate aim Extent      of         Native         Speakers’ Involvement:
of obtaining their full support. They were allowed to ask The participants complained about the nonchalant
questions. The interview session with each participant attitude of the Arabic native  speakers  toward  the
lasted for about 45 minutes. An interview guide was development of the language  in  the  non-native Arab

guide.” The interviews were audio-recorded and the data

coded manually to arrive at the main ideas and themes. 

All the participants vehemently stood their ground

especially English has always been designed without
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speaking countries. The participants observed that the Many of the teachers also confessed that they were not
native speakers of the language do not put enough aware of the latest development in languages teaching
mechanism in place to encourage the non-speakers to such as the use of Computer in language teaching. Thus,
learn the language and this has affected the teaching and the  findings  confirmed  the  earlier  studies  carried  out
learning of the language  in many universities, most by  different  researchers  on  the  non-availability of
especially in the non-Arab speaking countries. Most of Arabic language teaching materials in Nigerian schools
the students interviewed said that there is no native [14,16,21,22].
speakers of Arabic teaching in their department resulting
in them not having the opportunity to communicate with Methods of Teaching: The teachers interviewed in this
speakers of the language. The lecturers also remarked that study used the traditional method of teaching. Some of
the governments of the Arab countries do not have much them were not sure of the terms for the approach they
input in the development of the language unlike English used in the class. The students also gave accounts of
and French. They said that there is a need for the Arab their  teachers’  methodology  of  teaching.  Many of
countries to assist them in providing them the staff, them were of the opinion that the method used was
teaching materials and financial assistance. translation  and  memorization.  The  methodology  has

The perceived nonchalant attitude of the native been described by many researchers as traditional
speakers in the development of the language is in line methods  of  learning  Arabic  language  [3,  14,  23,  24].
with the views of [15, 18]. [18] is of the opinion that the The  literature  shows that this is the most common
involvement of Arab Nations in the  development  of  the method of teaching Arabic language  to  non-native
Arabic Language in non-Arab speaking countries is not speakers    [25-27].    Moreover,   [26]   outlined   eight
encouraging. He recommends that the Arab Governments major  categories  of  problems  in  the   teaching of
directly or through ALESCO (Arab League Educational, Arabic to non-native speakers. These include: linguistics,
Social and Cultural Organisation) give financial assistance syllabus, teaching methodology, teaching materials and
to the countries where Arabic is taught. According to textbooks.
[15], Arab countries’ efforts in promoting the Arabic
language are not yielding maximum dividends probably Recommendations:  This  study  recommends  the
due to lack of networking among the Arab-nations and following guidelines in improving the Nigerian Arabic
the absence  of strategic intervention in Arabic curiculum:
Language-promotion in non-Arab areas of the world.

Lack of Community Participation: The participants A multidisciplinary approach is to be adopted.
complained about the lack of community input in the As a matter of urgency, members of the National
design of the curriculum. They said that the government Assembly should endeavour to pass into law the bill
is solely responsible for the design and development of that will make the National Board of Arabic and
the curriculum. However, societal  need   is   one   of   the Islamic Studies (NBAIS) becomes one of the
fundamental forces that shape the design of a curriculum. examination bodies in the Nigerian system of
[19] asserts that curriculum development needs to draw education.
upon analysis of the society and culture. It must also Modern instructional approaches are to be adopted.
incorporate the studies of the learner and learning
process. The analyses of the nature of the knowledge and Therefore, based on the findings of this study there
the nature of the curriculum must also be put into is a need to revisit the Nigerian Arabic curriculum.
consideration in order to determine the purpose of the
school. [20] emphasizes on the societal factor in his CONCLUSION
curriculum design. He indicates that when planning a
curriculum the planner must determine what educational It is pertinent to say that with the amazing rates of
purpose the school should try to achieve. change in the world today, there is a need to review the

Inadequate Resource Materials and Language Facilities: needs of the society. The findings of this study also
All the students interviewed lamented the lack of indicate the steps to be taken to improve the teaching and
adequate   materials   for   teaching   Arabic   language. learning of Arabic.

The need to introduce Arabic for specific purposes.

Nigerian Arabic curriculum to make it relevant to the
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